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VTS 300:  Veterans in Society 

Fall 2013 
  

 
1. CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION  

 

 

VTS 300 Veterans in Society (3) A. Prerequisite: ENG 102 or 105(B) or HON 102; VTS 200 or equivalent 

proficiency. (Students entering VTS 300 by referral or placement receive three hours credit for VTS 200 if they 

make an “A” or “B” in 300.) Concentrated study of veterans’ interactions and roles within society using the 

relational, cultural, and institutional dimensions of Veterans Studies. May include field trips. Required course for 

VTS certificate, concentration, or minor. Gen. Ed. E-6. 

 

NOTE: Students earning “A” or “B” in VTS 300 will be awarded credit for VTS 200, earning six hours of credit, 

thus completing Element 6. Those earning “C” or “D” will earn three hours credit for VTS 300, completing only 

half of the Element 6 requirements. 

 

2. OFFICE HOURS 
 

 TBD 
 

3. REQUIRED TEXTS/MATERIALS 
 

 EKU Email Account 

 Excerpts from EKU’s The Journal of Military Experience will be available at the Encompass online archive. 

 Fussell, Paul. The Great War and Modern Memory. New York: Sterling, 2012. Print. (ISBN: 978-

1402791666) 

 Gambone, Michael. Greatest Generation Comes Home: The Veteran In American Society. College Station: 

Texas A&M P, 2005. Print.(ISBN:  978-1585444885) 

 Scurfield, Raymond and Katherine Platoni, eds. War Trauma and its Wake: Expanding the Circle of Healing. 

New York: Routledge, 2013. Print. (ISBN: 978-0415506823) 

 

4. ONLINE RESOURCES 
 

 Student Handbook (online at www.studentaffairs.eku.edu/) 

 University Catalog (online at http://catalogs.eku.edu/)  

 Colonel’s Compass (online at www.eku.edu/compass/) 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION COURSE INFORMATION 
 

Instructor: TBD  
 

Class: VTS 300 

Office: Burnham House, Military and Veterans Affairs 

Phone: 859-622-7838 

Classroom Location: TBD 

    Dates: TBD 

Email: TBD Time: TBD 
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 The Journal of Military Experience (www.militaryexperience.org) 

 EKU Veterans Affairs Office (online at www.va.eku.edu) 

 Student Veterans of America (online at www.sva.org) 

 EKU VETS Student Organization (online at www.ekuvets.org) 

 

5. METHOD OF INSTRUCTION 
 

 

This course will consist of three parts: Experiencing and Relating Trauma, Resiliency and Post-Traumatic Growth, 

and the Veterans in Society research project. Students will engage with both in-class and online learning materials, 

discussions, and assignments. Class time will primarily be reserved for discussions of the readings, guest-lectures, 

presentations and/or trips to relevant centers of veteran culture. Online, students will work in three designated 

modules and collaborate on group projects and in sharing information for the final, individual project. 

 

Texts will be occasionally be supplemented with photocopied or online materials.  To deepen understandings of 

the cultural impact of veteran life, students will watch parts of relevant films. 

 

6. COURSE DESCRIPTION & ASSIGNMENTS 
 

 

(Note: Rubrics for major assignments can be found at the end of this syllabus.) 

 

This course builds upon the cultural, institutional, and relational dimensions of Veterans Studies cultivated as 

interpretive lenses in “VTS 200: Introduction to Veterans Studies.” By applying those lenses to a deeper study of 

veteran interactions, positive and negative changes resulting from military service, and the psycho/social norms 

present in the different eras of service and various veteran sub-groups, all three lenses will be brought to bear upon 

the relational dimension, facilitating a level of knowledge about veterans in society that will allow students to 

comment on both the marginalization and triumphs of reassimilating veterans, enabling them to dispel stereotypes 

and enact change within the veteran communities within which they interact. 

 

All major assignments will ask you to build upon the knowledge you bring to class, the knowledge you gain 

through research, and upon the skills you develop from revisions and from feedback throughout the semester. The 

course is divided into three sections: 

 

Weeks 1-6 

 

Experiencing and Relating Trauma: (6 weeks) In this portion of the course we will explore the obstacles faced by 

veterans in the service—post-traumatic stress, military sexual trauma, military suicides, traumatic brain injury, and 

various physical ailments—with a focus upon how society attempts to heal the wounds of war.  

 

Major Assignments: 



 
3 

 

 

 Group Post-Service Report:  You will form groups and analyze scholarship, historical data, and media 

reports surrounding the return of veterans to mainstream society to illustrate, for the class, the common 

readjustment issues, normative behavior patterns, and particulars relevant to a generation or sub-group of 

today’s veterans in a Post-Service Report. Each group will develop a solid argument that summarizes and 

contextualizes their research and each group member will present a portion of the presentation that 

justifies that argument. 

 

 Multi-Modal Group Essay: Working in the groups formed for your Group Post-Service Report, you will 

produce a Multi-Modal Group Essay an online webpage through a free host (i.e. WordPress, BlogSpot, 

etc.) that highlights a military-related disability or impediment to healthy reassimilation and analyze, 

explain, and predict the success of the different approaches being explored to help veterans overcome it. 

 

 Out of Class Experience Report 1: You will write half-page, informal report about chosen interactions 

with the veteran community at EKU. You are required to attend two activities outside of class sponsored 

by one of the following groups: the EKU VETS Student Organization, the Office of Military and Veterans 

Affairs, and the Veterans Studies Program. Ask the instructor about available events and check 

www.va.eku.edu regularly for a listing of available out-of-class experience opportunities. Students unable 

to attend these functions may pursue activities on their own with the approval of the instructor. 

  

Weeks 7-14 

 

Resiliency and Post-Traumatic Growth: (8 Weeks) We rarely hear about veterans overcoming disability or 

excelling in post-service life. Instead, we only hear about trauma and/or the socioeconomic hardships that result 

from military service. What about the stories that portray veterans as survivors instead of victims? The longest 

portion of the course will examine cases of veterans succeeding and becoming leaders in society as well as 

instances of “Post-Traumatic Growth” rarely reported on by the mainstream media. 

 

Major Assignments: 

 

 Discussion Board Essays: Over a period of six weeks you will read and respond to a story of “Post-

Traumatic Growth” provided by the instructor on the class Discussion Board.  

 

 Book Report: Individually, you will seek out the autobiographical or creative works of a successful 

veteran leader, entrepreneur, and write a 2-4 page Book Report that a) summarizes the text, b) places it in 

historical context, c) and highlights the ways in which military service impacted the author’s/artist’s post-

service life in terms of resiliency and positive growth. 
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 Individual Essay: Drawing upon the insights gained from each book, you will write a 5-10 page Individual 

Essay on the greater themes and issues presented in the text. 

  

Weeks 15 & 16 

 

Veterans in Society: (2 Weeks) The course will culminate in an application of all you have learned in the course 

through an individual research project. Using the skills you gained in VTS 200 with the end-of-the semester group 

project and in the group assignments throughout the semester, you will research an issue formally proposed to the 

instructor which concerns contemporary veterans in society. 

 

Major Assignments: 

 Out-of-Class Experience 2: (See description above) 

 

 Individual Final Research Project: The final research project is broken into the following categories: 

 

o The Proposal: You will outline the specific topic, argument, method of presentation, and plan of 

action (i.e. research timeline) in the Proposal for your final project. Your proposal should be 

formatted according to MLA standards and be between 2-4 pages double-spaced. 

 

o Annotated Bibliography: After the approval of your project proposal you will locate at least 20 

scholarly sources that will be useful in the final project. The Annotated Bibliography will be 

formatted according to the most recent Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines and each 

source will have with it a one paragraph summary of the contents and predictions for how it might 

tie into your final presentation. 

 

o Rough Draft: Prior to the public presentation you will present your project to the class as a Rough 

Draft and gain feedback about ways to improve it. This will largely be an informal presentation to 

ensure that you are on task and progressing on time. Last minute revisions should be expected. 

 

o Questions: Each presenter will produce five Questions and five answers related to their final 

presentation that students from outside the class will ask. The instructor will also test your 

knowledge of these answers and expect each member of the group to know the answers to the 

others’ questions to show group cohesiveness. 

 

o Final Presentations: Your final presentation should demonstrate that you have met each of the 

Student Learning Outcomes listed below, show proficiency in understanding and applying the 

three dimensions of Veterans Studies, and establish you as a serious scholar of veterans’ issues. 

 

7. GENERAL EDUCATION GOALS FOR THIS COURSE 
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a. (GE Goal 1) Communicate effectively by applying skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening and 

through appropriate use of information technology. 

 

b. (GE Goal 2) Use appropriate methods of critical thinking and quantitative reasoning to examine issues and to 

identify solutions. 

 

c. (GE Goal 7) Distinguish the methods that underlie the search for knowledge in the arts, humanities, natural 

sciences, history, and social and behavioral sciences. 

 

d. (GE Goal 8) Integrate knowledge that will deepen their understanding of, and will inform their own choices 

about, issues of personal and public importance. 

 

e. (GE Goal 9) Recognize perspectives from other cultures and/or historically marginalized groups. 

 

8. VTS 300 STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 

Students will be able to: 
 

a. Build upon Veterans Studies research into the cultural, political, and economic norms within to specific 

veteran sub-groups to identify patterns of societal reassimilation amongst veterans of different eras.  How this 

outcome is assessed: Group Multi-Modal Research Project and Oral group-presentation of “Post-Service 

Report” (GE Goals 1, 2, 7, 8, & 9)  

 

b. Articulate “the wounds of war” as physical, social, psychological, and spiritual traumas, relating the impacts of 

branch, military occupational specialties, and eras of service to the post-service well-being of military 

veterans. How this outcome is assessed: Discussion board essays, Individual Research Essay, Final Group 

Project.  (GE Goals 1, 2, 7, 8, & 9) 

 

c. Identify instances of resiliency and “post-traumatic growth” and resiliency in the veteran population. How this 

outcome is assessed: Book Report.  (GE Goals 1 & 9) 

 

d. Describe the obstacles faced by Iraq and Afghanistan War veterans through group research into their post-

service progress as American citizens as portrayed by various artistic and literary artifacts/movements. Group 

Multi-Modal Essay and Final Course Project. (GE Goals 1, 2, 7, 8, & 9) 

 

e. Demonstrate comprehension of issues faced by veterans in society by analyzing contemporary trends amongst 

the sub-groups of today’s veterans through the relational, cultural, and institutional lenses of Veterans Studies. 

How this outcome is assessed: Multi-Modal Group Essay, Our-of-Class Experience Reports, and Final Course 

Project (GE Goals 1, 2, 7, 8, & 9) 
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9. VTS PROGRAM STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 

(For students interested in the Veterans’ Studies Certificate/Minor)  
 

Students will be able to: 
 

a. Contribute to the growing body of research and efforts centered on improving the lives of veterans. 

 

b. Communicate with local and regional veterans, Veteran Service Organizations (e.g. VFW, etc.) and military 

on issues affecting veteran reintegration into civilian life.  

 

c. Plan and carry out a significant research project that will inform non-veterans about the positive and negative 

effects of military service. 

d. Apply knowledge gained within a variety of professions where direct contact with veterans is likely. 

 

e. Critique, defend, and translate relevant current dialogue concerning veterans’ issues.  

 

f. Understand and assist military service members, veterans and their families with difficulties associated with 

service. 

 

g. Describe, differentiate, and summarize the cultural, institutional, and relational dimension of Veterans Studies. 

 

h. Differentiate between the experiences of veterans and non-veterans; describe in writing how these differences 

affect the daily lives of veterans. 

 

i. Integrate out-of-class experiences into an overall understanding of the veterans’ experience. 

 

10. ACADEMIC HONESTY   
 

Students are advised that EKU’s Academic Integrity policy will strictly be enforced in this course.  The Academic 

Integrity policy is available at www.academicintegrity.eku.edu.  Questions regarding the policy may be directed to 

the Office of Academic Integrity.  Note in particular the penalties for cheating, plagiarism, and other violations.  

See me if you are not clear on the meaning of terms included in this policy.   

 

11.  STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
 

 

If you are registered with the Office of Services for Individuals with Disabilities, please obtain your 

accommodation letters from the OSID and present them to the course instructor to discuss any academic 

accommodations you need. If you believe you need accommodation and are not registered with the OSID, please 

contact the Office in Student Services Building Room 361 by e-mail at disserv@eku.edu or by telephone at (859) 

622-2933 V/TDD. Upon individual request, this syllabus can be made available in an alternative format. 

 

12.  ATTENDANCE 
 

 

http://www.academicintegrity.eku.edu/
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I expect you to be at all class meetings.  Students who miss more than 10% of class meetings will fail.  If you 

know you will have to miss a class, you may drop off or send me any assignments for that day.  Late work will be 

penalized.  Tests may be made up only at my discretion. That said, I want to help each of you succeed. If you fall 

victim to an illness or an unforeseen circumstance please contact me as soon as possible to make arrangements. 

 

Last day to withdraw from a full semester class: TBA 

 

13.  REQUIREMENTS AND GRADES 

Your final grade will be calculated as follows: 

 Assignment Value Number of Assignments 
Total Points  

Possible 

Group Post-Service Report 100 1 100 

Discussion Board Posts 20 6 120 

Multi-Modal Group Essay 240 1 240 

Out of Class Experience Reports 50 2 100 

Individual Research Essay 300 1 300 

Book Report 100 1 100 

Final Research Project – 

Proposal 
20 1 20 

Final Research Project – 

Annotated Bibliography 
40 1 30 

Final Research Project – 

Rough Draft 
40 1 30 

Final Research Project – 

Questions 
20 1 20 

Final Research Project – 

Final Presentation 
440 1 440 

Total Points Possible 1500 

 

The grading scheme works as follows: 

1260 points are possible in the course. 

1134-1260 points = A 

1008-1133 points = B 

882-1007 points = C 

756-881 points = D 

Below 755 = F 
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14.  RUBRICS 
 

On the following pages you will find rubrics for the following major assignments: 

 

 The Group Post-Service Report 

 Discussion Board Posts 

 Out of Class Experience Reports 

 The Multi-Modal Group Essay 

 The Book Report 

 The Individual Essay 

 The Course Project 

 

Q: What’s the best way to use a rubric? 

 

A: The rubric is what the instructor creates to ensure fair grading for all students. It is also a way of allowing 

students to know expectations and standards prior to beginning an assignment. The best way to use a rubric is 

to first, obviously, read it. Read the rubric before you start and take note of the most important expectations 

and gear your research and crafting of your essay/presentation to meet those expectations. Once you have 

completed your rough draft, try printing off a copy of the rubric and having a peer grade your work. Odds are, 

if the person reviewing your work is impartial, the grade you receive from the instructor will be somewhere in 

the same range. Finally, go back and edit your work after you’ve gotten this initial feedback. You should feel 

comfortable with what you hand in if you follow these steps.  
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Name ______________________ 

Date _______________________ 

 

GRADING RUBRIC FOR GROUP POST-SERVICE REPORTS 

 

Standard 

25-20 Points 20 -15 Points 15-10 Points 10-0 Point 

Score 
Excellent Good Satisfactory 

Needs 

Improvement 
 

Provides an overview of the era or 

veteran subgroup being examined 

and establishes a concise argument 

related to that group’s 

reassimilation experience 

 

  

 

Each group member highlights a or 

trend or factor in a way that proves 

the group’s overarching argument. 

 

  

 

Visual presentation (PowerPoint or 

Prezi) is organized, readable, and 

includes sources cited according to 

MLA standards at the end 

 

  

 

Clearly Defined Roles: Presentation 

should include a group moderator 

who introduces the presentation and 

segues between presenters; each 

group member’s presentation should 

be able to stand alone while also 

complimenting the whole project (if 

a member of the group’s 

presentation is not the same quality 

as the others’ the grade will reflect 

this discrepancy) 

 

  

 

Group Outline of speech submitted 

online prior to the presentation date 

through Blackboard Safe Assign 

  

  

 
Group Appears Knowledgeable 

During Q & A 

 

  

 

Score ____/ 100 
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Name ______________________ 

Date _______________________ 

 

GRADING RUBRIC DISCUSSION BOARD ESSAYS 

 

 

 

______ / 5 

 

 

Demonstrates that an 

understanding of the 

article chosen by the 

instructor 

 

 

 

______ / 5 

 

Explains why the 

veteran(s) in the article 

is/are an example of “Post-

Traumatic Growth” or 

resiliency 

 

 

 

 

______ / 5 

 

Explains the contributing 

factors to the veteran(s) 

post-service / post-trauma 

success in mainstream 

culture. 

 

 

 

______ / 5 

 

Formatted according to 

MLA; at least one page, 

double-spaced; submitted 

on-time and in the proper 

place 

 

 

Total 

 

______ / 20 
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Name ______________________ 

Date _______________________ 

 

GRADING RUBRIC FOR OUT-OF-CLASS EXPERIENCE REPORTS 

 

 

 

______ / 5 

 

 

Demonstrates that student 

actually attended the event. 

 

 

______ / 5 

 

At least one-half page 

double-spaced 

 

 

______ / 5 

 

Submitted online through 

Blackboard Safe Assign 

 

 

______ / 35 

 

Ties experience into 

course research and 

discussions 

 

 

Total 

 

______ / 50 
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Name ______________________ 

Date _______________________ 

 

GRADING RUBRIC FOR THE MULTI-MODAL GROUP ESSAYS 
 

 

I.  Content          

 focused, logical insight into the course materials  

 support with at least 15 scholarly sources  

 reinforcement of ideas through synthesis and direct quotations of sources 

 awareness of audience and purpose 

 strong, recognizable voice  

 demonstrates understanding of written, visual, and spoken rhetoric 

 

_____ / 100 

 

II.  Organization         

 appropriately formatted for chosen online environment (YouTube, WordPress, etc.) 

 web-content is easy to navigate 

 proper documentation of quoted text 

 quotations of sources fit within the general flow of the paragraphs 

         

____ / 50 

 

 

III.  Diction          

 college-level, specific vocabulary 

 understanding of the “lingo” used within particular research field(s) 

 words spelled correctly 

 

        ____ / 30 

 

IV.  Basic Responsibilities 

 citations page formatted according to MLA standards 

 link active and submitted on-time to the instructor 

 each group member claims a visibly independent portion of the web content 

 

____ / 30 

 

V.  Grammar and mechanics        

 control over major editing errors (sentence fragment, run-on sentence, subject-verb  

   disagreement, and misuse of apostrophe). 

 control over minor editing errors (usually a missing or extra comma).  

 transitions between paragraphs 

  

    

           ____ / 30  

      

 TOTAL = _______/ 240 

        (Subtract 10 points per late day) 
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Name ______________________ 

Date _______________________ 

 

GRADING RUBRIC FOR THE BOOK REPORT 

 

 

 

______ / 25 

 

 

Summarizes the text and 

demonstrates 

comprehension of the text 

in presentation and Q & A 

 

 

 

______ / 25 

 

Contextualizes the 

author(s) experience 

within military and 

popular history 

 

 

 

 

______ / 25 

 

 

Properly explains how the 

author(s) military service, 

societal norms, and 

personal fortitude aided in 

post-service success 

 

 

______ / 25 

 

Formatted according to 

MLA; at least two-four 

page, double-spaced; 

submitted on-time and in 

the proper place 

 

 

Total 

 

______ /100 
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Name ______________________ 

Date _______________________ 

 

GRADING RUBRIC FOR THE INDIVIDUAL ESSAY 
 

 

II.  Content          

 focused, logical insight into the course materials  

 builds upon insights gained from the book report assignment 

 support with at least 15 scholarly sources  

 reinforcement of ideas through synthesis and direct quotations of sources 

 awareness of audience and purpose 

 strong, recognizable voice  

 demonstrates understanding of written rhetoric 

_____ / 130 

 

III.  Organization         

 paper has a clear thesis dealing with post service reassimilation issues 

 paragraphs work together to support argument 

 transitions between paragraphs 

 quotations of sources fit within the general flow of the paragraphs 

         

____ / 80 

 

IV.  Diction          

 college-level, specific vocabulary 

 understanding of the “lingo” used within particular research field(s) 

 words spelled correctly 

 

        ____ / 30 

 

VI.  Basic Responsibilities 

 citations page formatted according to MLA standards 

 paper is at-least 5-10 pages double-spaced 

 submitted online and on-time through Blackboard 

 

____ / 30 

 

VII. Grammar and mechanics        

 control over major editing errors (sentence fragment, run-on sentence, subject-verb  

   disagreement, and misuse of apostrophe). 

 control over minor editing errors (usually a missing or extra comma).  

  

    

           ____ / 30  

      

  

TOTAL = _______/ 300 

        (Subtract 10 points per late day) 
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Name ______________________ 

Date _______________________ 

 

GRADING RUBRIC FOR COURSE PROJECT 
 

Your grades will include those for the assignments leading up to the final project (proposal, bibliography, 

rough draft, and questions).  Both scores will be added together for a total. 
 

Group Cohesiveness Comments Grade 

 

Proposal: Does your proposal 

lay out a definitive plan? Is 

your medium of presentation 

feasible? Your grade will 

depend upon how clearly the 

instructor can envision your 

final project after reading the 

proposal. 

 

 __/ 20 

 

Rough Draft: As this 

presentation to the class will 

take class just before the final 

presentation, you will be 

expected to have completed a 

substantial amount of work so 

far in the semester. Your 

grade will be based upon how 

close to completion you are. 

 

 __/ 30 

 

Annotated Bibliography: You 

will receive two points for 

each properly cited, scholarly 

source with an annotation 

relevant to your topic. 

 

 

 

 

__/ 30 

 

Questions: You will receive 5 

points for each substantial, 

thought provoking 

question/answer set. 

 

 

 

 

__/ 20 

 

Final Presentation: Is the 

speaker knowledgeable when 

speaking about his or her 

subject matter? 

 

 

 

__/ 110 
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Final Presentation: Does the 

project have a clear, definable 

thesis or main point derived 

from research and critical 

thinking? Is this thesis 

supported using research and 

logical arguments? 

 

 
__/ 110 

 

 

Final Project: Is the 

presentation visually 

effective? Does it include 

multiple methods of 

conveyance that work 

together? 

 

 
__/ 110 

 

 

Final Project: Is the project 

free from distracting errors 

and do the written portions 

flow continuously from one 

point to the next? 

 

 
__/ 110 

 

  

 Final Project Total  

 

 

_____/ 540 

 
 

 

 

 


