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VTS 200:  Introduction to Veterans Studies 

Online Course Syllabus 
  

 

1. ONLINE OFFICE HOURS 
 

 Mondays 4:00-6:00 PM and by appointment 
 

2. REQUIRED TEXTS/MATERIALS 
 

 EKU Email Account 

 Fussell, Paul, ed. The Norton Book of Modern War. New York: Norton, 1991. Print. (ISBN: 0-393-02909-3) 

 Martin, Travis, ed. The Journal of Military Experience. Vol. 2. Richmond: Eastern Kentucky U, 2011. Print. 

(ISBN: 978-061545-9202) 

 Gorley, Shawn J. The War at Home: One Family’s Fight Against PTSD. ISBN: 978-097900-8467 

 Lunsford, Andrea A. and John J. Ruskiewicz, eds. Everything’s an Argument. Boston: Bedford / St. Martin’s, 

2010. Print. (ISBN: 0-312-53862-6) 

 Mockenhaupt, Brian. The Living and the Dead. ASIN: B009TC61SK (This book is available through Amazon 

as a Kindle text. If you don’t have a Kindle, that’s okay, there’s a Kindle app that will let you read it on your 

computer. Let the instructor know if you have trouble.) 

 Schading, Barbara and Richard Schading. A Civilian's Guide to the U.S. Military: A Comprehensive Reference 

to the Customs, Language and Structure of the Armed Forces. Cincinnati: Writer’s Digest, 2007. Print. (ISBN: 

978-158297-4088) 

 Scurfield, Raymond Monsour and Katherine Theresa Platoni, eds. War Trauma and its Wake: Expanding the 

Circle of Healing. New York: Routledge, 2013. Print. (ISBN: 978-0-415-50682-3) 

 The Journal of Military Experience, Vol. 1 is available in print on Amazon or at the Military and Veterans 

Affairs office but is also free online at www.militaryexperience.org. 

 

3. ONLINE RESOURCES 
 

 Student Handbook (online at www.studentaffairs.eku.edu/) 

 University Catalog (online at http://catalogs.eku.edu/)  

 Colonel’s Compass (online at www.eku.edu/compass/) 

 The Journal of Military Experience (www.militaryexperience.org) 

 EKU Veterans Affairs Office (online at www.va.eku.edu) 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION COURSE INFORMATION 
 

Instructor: Travis Martin  
 

Class: VTS 200 

Office: Burnham House, Military and Veterans Affairs 

Skype: travis_martin2 

eCampus 

3 Credit Hours 

Email: Travis.Martin@eku.edu Fulfills One Gen-Ed 6 Requirement 
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 Student Veterans of America (online at www.sva.org) 

 EKU VETS Student Organization (online at www.ekuvets.org) 

 

 

4. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This course explores the cultural, institutional, and relational dimensions of the military/veteran culture through 

the study of war literature, history and psycho/social experiences.  

 

The course is divided into five modules: 

 

Module 1 – The Introductory Module: 

The introductory module will introduce you to the course, instructor, and the resources available to you as 

students. You will also do work acclimating yourselves with the fundamentals of written, visual, and spoken 

rhetoric as you pick a topic related to the military, veterans (past or present), representations of either or both, or 

the interactions of veterans within greater society, creating a project proposal that the instructor will use to place 

you in like-minded groups. You will work with these groups the entire semester on a digital project that will 

constitute a large portion of your grade for the course. 

  

Module 2 -  The Cultural Dimension of Veterans Studies:  

The section of the course seeks to define the veteran. What is it like over there? What do the troops want us to 

know about the wars they fight? By examining selected works of literature (such as excerpts from war memoirs or 

Ernest Hemingway’s short story “Soldier’s Home”) alongside anthropological research, we will explore the 

current reality of veterans’ lives in America, particularly in Kentucky. 

 

Module 3 – The Institutional Dimension of Veterans Studies:  

How do armies organize and maintain themselves? What are the historical differences between the armies of today 

and those of the past? How did/do politics influence the raising and deployment of warfighters? What is a warrior 

caste? Do we have one today? This section of the course looks at veteran in society to facilitate a deeper 

understanding of the individual who serves through a better understanding of the military as an institution.  

  

Module 4 – The Relational Dimension of Veterans Studies:  

How do veterans interact with non-veterans? What aspects of an individual’s psyche change as a result of military 

service? What are the negative and positive changes that occur? This section of the course explores the 

psycho/social aspects of veterans’ issues. The class will identify and discuss the relevant psychological outcomes 

of military service as well as veterans’ role (currently, historically and stereotypically) within society.   

 

Module 5 – The Final Project: 

http://www.ekuvets.org/
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This module will be final week of the course where you bring together all you have learned and produce your 

semester-long digital research project. 

 

Students should supplement their reading and other classroom experiences with trips to veterans facilities or 

interviews with veterans. Each student will prepare a final project (see below) which will be shared on the internet 

through mediums like WordPress, Blogger, etc.  Particular areas for individual study include such topics as the 

experience of women veterans, veterans and medical/disability studies, Kentucky veterans, veterans as portrayed 

in literature, and the status of current veterans. 

 

This course will offer information but will also require students to explore, evaluate, write, and develop the 

information using their own thoughts and experiences.  The final project will engage the student in independent 

research presented creatively. 

 

5. GENERAL EDUCATION GOALS FOR THIS COURSE 
 

a. (GE Goal 1) Communicate effectively by applying skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening and 

through appropriate use of information technology. 

 

b. (GE Goal 2) Use appropriate methods of critical thinking and quantitative reasoning to examine issues and to 

identify solutions. 

 

c. (GE Goal 7) Distinguish the methods that underlie the search for knowledge in the arts, humanities, natural 

sciences, history, and social and behavioral sciences. 

 

d. (GE Goal 8) Integrate knowledge that will deepen their understanding of, and will inform their own choices 

about, issues of personal and public importance. 

 

e. (GE Goal 9) Recognize perspectives from other cultures and/or historically marginalized groups. 

 

6. VTS 200 STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 

Students will be able to: 
 

a. Articulate social, political, and economic issues that have influenced the marginalization of veterans.  

Recognize differences in experiences and perspectives of veterans versus non-veterans to develop skills 

necessary to work effectively with veterans in various careers. How this outcome is assessed: Individual essay 

and quizzes (GE Goals 2, 8, 9) 

 

b. Distinguish between the historical, perceived, and current roles of each branch of military service; describe a 

particular branch of military service culture and analyze the role it plays within the military structure.  How 

this outcome is assessed: Written and oral presentation of “branch of service” report (GE Goals 1, 2, 7, 8)  
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c. Locate prevalent physical and mental illnesses common among the veteran community through research and 

interaction. How this outcome is assessed: Quizzes, discussion board essays and responses or written out-of-

class experience report.  (GE Goal 9) 

 

d. Analyze marital/family relationships in the context of service experiences, life alterations associated with 

service-connected disabilities, and real and perceived advantages/ impediments to life after military service. 

How this outcome is assessed: Discussion board essays and responses or written out-of-class experience 

report. (GE Goals 2, 8, 9) 

 

e. Describe and analyze recurring themes and trends in war literature and the accounts of veterans from different 

eras of service. How this outcome is assessed: Discussion board essays and responses. (GE Goals 2, 8, 9) 

 

f. Defend or argue against the influence of media in today's war efforts and depictions of veterans in popular 

culture. How this outcome is assessed: Discussion board essays and responses. (GE Goals 2, 8, 9) 

 

g. Explain the existence and ramifications of a "warrior culture". How this outcome is assessed: Discussion 

board essays and responses. (GE Goals 2, 8, 9) 

 

h. Analyze, interpret, and evaluate collaborative research on a selected topic and discuss the implications of your 

research.  How this outcome is assessed: Research proposal and research presentation  (GE Goals 1, 2, 3, 8, 

9) 

 

i. Create a visual and oral presentation of your research . How this outcome is assessed: Oral and visual 

presentation. (GE Goal 1) 

 

7. VTS PROGRAM STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 

(For students interested in the Veterans’ Studies Certificate/Minor)  
 

Students will be able to: 
 

a. Contribute to the growing body of research and efforts centered on improving the lives of veterans. 

 

b. Communicate with local and regional veterans, Veteran Service Organizations (e.g. VFW, etc.) and military 

on issues affecting veteran reintegration into civilian life.  

 

c. Plan and carry out a significant research project that will inform non-veterans about the positive and negative 

effects of military service. 

d. Apply knowledge gained within a variety of professions where direct contact with veterans is likely. 

 

e. Critique, defend, and translate relevant current dialogue concerning veterans’ issues.  

 

f. Assist military service members, veterans and their families with difficulties associated with service. 
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g. Describe the cultural, institutional, and relational dimension of Veterans Studies. 

 

h. Differentiate between the experiences of veterans and non-veterans; describe in writing how these differences 

affect the daily lives of veterans. 

 

i. Integrate out-of-class experiences into an overall understanding of the veterans’ experience. 

 

8. METHOD OF INSTRUCTION 
 

 

This course will be broken into five parts to explore the cultural, institutional, and relational dimensions of the 

veteran experience. Students will engage with online learning materials, lectures, and assessments. The Discussion 

Board will be reserved for discussions of the readings, lectures, presentations and/or individual trips to relevant 

centers of veteran culture. Texts will be occasionally be supplemented with photocopied or online materials.  To 

deepen understandings of the cultural impact of veteran life, students will watch parts of relevant films. 

 

9. ACADEMIC HONESTY   
 

Students are advised that EKU’s Academic Integrity policy will strictly be enforced in this course.  The Academic 

Integrity policy is available at www.academicintegrity.eku.edu.  Questions regarding the policy may be directed to 

the Office of Academic Integrity.  Note in particular the penalties for cheating, plagiarism, and other violations.  

See me if you are not clear on the meaning of terms included in this policy.   

 

10.  STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
 

If you are registered with the Office of Services for Individuals with Disabilities, please obtain your 

accommodation letters from the OSID and present them to the course instructor to discuss any academic 

accommodations you need. If you believe you need accommodation and are not registered with the OSID, please 

contact the Office in Student Services Building Room 361 by e-mail at disserv@eku.edu or by telephone at (859) 

622-2933 V/TDD. Upon individual request, this syllabus can be made available in an alternative format. 

 

11.  ATTENDANCE 
 

Since this is an online course, showing up at an in-person classroom is not important. However, a large portion of 

your grade will be based on your participation and feedback in the online Discussion Board. This means that 

attendance and participation points require to you go beyond the assigned Discussion Board prompts, responding 

thoughtfully to your classmates’ posts and extending the discussions whenever possible. 

 

12.  REQUIREMENTS AND GRADES 

Your final grade will be calculated as follows: 

  

http://www.academicintegrity.eku.edu/
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Assignment Value Number of Assignments 
Total Points  

Possible 

Class Quizzes 10 23 230 

Discussion Board Posts /Replies 10 23 230 

Individual Essay 120 1 120 

Group Essay 120 1 120 

Group “Branch of Service” Reports 100 1 100 

Research Project – Individual Proposal 100 1 100 

Research Project – Group Proposal 100 1 100 

Research Project – 

Rough Draft / Bibliography 
40 1 40 

Research Project – 

Final Presentation 
220 1 220 

  Total Points Possible 1260 

 

The grading scheme works as follows: 

1260 points are possible in the course. 

1134-1260 points = A 

1008-1133 points = B 

882-1007 points = C 

756-881 points = D 

Below 755 = F 

 

13. DESCRIPTION OF ASSIGNMENTS   
 

Rubrics for major assignments are included at the end of this syllabus. This syllabus will also be available for 

download on BB at any time. 

 

a. Class Quizzes (10 points each): There are 24 classes included in the modules. 23 of those contain quizzes that 

will test your comprehension of the reading and lectures. You are allowed to use the materials during the 

quizzes and they are not timed. 

 

b. Discussion Board Posts / Replies (10 points each): Each class will ask you to contribute a thought-provoking 

answer to a prompt provided by the instructor. You should reply to several of the threads created by your 

classmates. See the rubrics included later in the syllabus for details about how to complete these assignments.  
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c. The Individual Essay (120 points) will ask you to synthesize the information presented during the class, in 

the readings, in research, and gleaned from interactions with veterans and your peers inside the class. Use the 

following prompt to write your essay: 

 

Individual Essay Directions: Complete a short, 500-1000 word essay not counting the words cited from your 

sources. You are required to incorporate and adequately demonstrate an understanding of at least five sources 

through synthesis with your argument on the following topic: 

 

Pick one issue facing military veterans of any generation  

 

(i.e. PTSD, TBI, the path to higher education, media stereotypes would be good starting 

points for veterans of today; but you are not limited to those who’ve served in Iraq or 

Afghanistan or even war)  

 

and a) identify the problem in your own words, b) give a breakdown of the discussions taking place in 

scholarship surrounding this issue  

 

(by scholarship I am referring to articles accessible on the EKU library databases or in 

text books on the subject. I am NOT referring to news articles found on the open web, 

though these sources may also be used to supplement your points but not as the five 

required sources) 

 

and c) construct an argument in your own words that deals with the issue and prove your argument through the 

use of college-level writing. 

 

(college level writing includes accurately citing sources and interpreting, synthesizing, 

and applying them properly to your argument. It also entails a final product that is 

mostly free of basic typographical errors, conforms to MLA standards for this class, and 

that shows evidence of critical thinking, not just summary and repetition of what is said 

in the sources) 

 

You upload your essay to Safe Assignment through blackboard on the due date provided in your course daily 

schedule to prevent any chance of plagiarism. You are encouraged to engage in peer-review, utilize campus 

tutoring services, and meet with the instructor during office hours in order to produce exceptional work. 

 

d. The Group Essay (120 points) will ask you to bring together the respective works of group members on the 

individual essay and produce a college-level, cohesive writing about a greater set of veterans issues which 

interests the members of the group the most. Pick the essays that most closely align and respond to the 

following prompt with a 2000-3000 word essay: 
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Group Essay Directions: Given your group’s previous research on the individual essay, choose a broader 

research topic that encompasses as many of the individual topics as possible. For instance, if three members of 

your group chose to write on veteran mental health issues your broader topic would most likely be veterans’ 

mental health issues. However, if another group member wrote on life during WW2 this does not mean that 

this member’s research is null and void. Quite the opposite; you could cater your group essay to focus on 

veterans’ mental health issues within the context of WW2. Be creative and work together. You will find that if 

you are respectful of your peers the overall quality of the final group essay will benefit. As with the individual 

essay, you are expected to produce college-level writing free of basic typographical and formatting errors. 

Your papers and citations will conform to MLA standards. 

 

You upload your essay to Safe Assignment through blackboard on the due date provided in your course daily 

schedule to prevent any chance of plagiarism. You are encouraged to engage in peer-review, utilize campus 

tutoring services, and meet with the instructor during office hours in order to produce exceptional work. 

 

e. Group “Branch of Service” Reports (100 points) require students to work in assigned groups. Students will 

be given one branch of service (army, air force, navy, marines) and create a presentation that will educate the 

other groups. A rubric is available at the end of this syllabus website. Presentations must be in the form of a 

PowerPoint presentation, have clearly defined roles (individual topics), and the presentation should be voiced 

over by each member of the group. To accomplish this, it is suggested that one member voice over the 

completed visual presentation and that the group members email it back and forth, saving the added audio each 

time. If it gets to the point that your files are too large to email (likely), use the group file exchange software in 

Blackboard by clicking on the groups tab and using the resources after being placed your assigned groups. 

 

f. The Course Project is broken into the following categories. You will work as individuals and as collaborative 

group members in varying stages. See the Course Project rubric later in the syllabus for more detailed 

instructions about how to complete the subcomponents: 

 

a. The Individual Proposal (100 Points) will help the instructor place you into groups. You will pick an 

issue related to veterans and/or the military (past or present) and suggest how you might research the 

issue, the ways in which you will employ written, visual, and spoken rhetoric, and discuss the 

overarching dimension of veterans studies that the proposed project falls under. 

 

b. The Group Proposal (100 points) will outline the specific topic, group members, method of 

presentation, and plan of action for the semester project. This is a largely-informal group assignment 

that gives the instructor a chance to see where you are heading with your project. See the course 

project rubric later in the syllabus for a more detail. 
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c. Rough Draft (20 points) is basically a chance for students to get last-minute feedback before the 

launch of their online project. Grades will be provided based on completion and incorporation of the 

sources outlined in the bibliography. Last minute revisions should be expected.  

 

d. The Bibliography (20 points) requires students to accumulate the scholarly resources to be used in the 

final presentation in a single webpage. The bibliography must be formatted according to the most 

recent Modern Language Association (MLA) and included as a page on the site created by the group. 

One member from the group should submit their link to the instructor on the due date along with the 

names of all group members (which should also be included on the homepage). 

 

 

e. Final Project (220 points) should convey a semester’s worth of research and learning through written, 

spoken, and visual media. Written: students should employ online writing techniques learned in the 

introductory module; their words should be grammatically sound and stylistically polished. Spoken: 

some part of the webpage or blog created should include a video produced by one or more members of 

the group. This video should include sound speaking techniques, clear, and well-structured arguments. 

Visual: the website should be pleasing to the eye, easy to navigate, sources should be cited both in-text 

and in the bibliography page, and images should drive the main points home.  The students and 

instructor should work together to select a substantial project appropriate to the course that reflects the 

individual or groups’ desired interests within the program. Students may choose to use their project in-

part to create a more comprehensive research project for the VTS 400 course. 

 

 

g. Rubrics 
 

On the following pages you will find rubrics for the following major assignments: 

 

 The Individual / Group Essay 

 Discussion Board Posts 

 Group Branch of Service Reports 

 The Course Project (Individual/Group Proposals, Rough Draft/Bibliography, Group/Individual 

Performance on the Final Product) 

 

What’s the best way to use a rubric? 

 

The rubric is what the instructor creates to ensure fair grading for all students. It is also a way of allowing 

students to know expectations and standards prior to beginning an assignment. The best way to use a rubric is 

to first, obviously, read it. Read the rubric before you start and take note of the most important expectations 

and gear your research and crafting of your essay/presentation to meet those expectations. Once you have 
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completed your rough draft, try printing off a copy of the rubric and having a peer grade your work. Odds are, 

if the person reviewing your work is impartial, the grade you receive from the instructor will be somewhere in 

the same range. Finally, go back and edit your work after you’ve gotten this initial feedback. You should feel 

comfortable with what you hand in if you follow these steps.  
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Name ______________________ 

Date _______________________ 

 

GRADING RUBRIC FOR INDIVIDUAL / GROUP ESSAYS 
 

 

I.  Content          

 focused, logical insight into the course materials  

 support with at least 5 scholarly sources (15 for group essay) 

 reinforcement of ideas through synthesis and direct quotations of sources 

 awareness of audience and purpose 

 strong, recognizable voice  

 500-1000 words not counting quotations (2000-3000 for group essay) 

 

_____ / 50 

 

II.  Organization         

 appropriate beginning, middle, and end 

 proper documentation of quoted text 

 quotations of sources fit within the general flow of the paragraphs 

         

____ / 25 

 

 

III.  Diction          

 college-level, specific vocabulary 

 understanding of the “lingo” used within particular research field(s) 

 words spelled correctly 

 

        ____ / 15 

 

IV.  Basic Responsibilities 

 paper formatted according to MLA standards 

 paper submitted on-time to Blackboard Safe Assignment 

 on-topic 

 

____ / 15 

 

V.  Grammar and mechanics        

 control over major editing errors (sentence fragment, run-on sentence, subject-verb  

   disagreement, and misuse of apostrophe). 

 control over minor editing errors (usually a missing or extra comma).  

 transitions between paragraphs 

  

    

           ____ / 15  

      

 TOTAL = _______/ 120 
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Name ______________________ 

Date _______________________ 

 

DISCUSSION BOARD PROTOCOLS, RUBRIC, AND EVALUATION METHODS 

(1) Protocol for posting threads and contributing to an online discussion are as follows:  
   

Postings should be evenly distributed during the discussion period (not concentrated all on one day or at 

the beginning and/or end of the period). 

Postings should be a minimum of one short paragraph and a maximum of two paragraphs. 

Avoid postings that are limited to 'I agree' or 'great idea', etc. If you agree (or disagree) with a posting then 

say why you agree by supporting your statement with concepts from the readings or by bringing in a 

related example or experience. 

Address the questions as much as possible (don't let the discussion stray). 

Try to use quotes from the articles that support your postings. Include page numbers and references when 

you do that. 

Build on others responses to create threads. 

Bring in related prior knowledge (work experience, prior coursework, readings, etc.)  

Use proper etiquette (proper language, typing, etc.). Do not use abbreviations and slang – watch the typos. 

Yes, professionalism does count. 

(2) Rubric for evaluating online discussions:  

  Module Online Discussions Rubric 

Criteria  Excellent Good Average Poor 

Timely discussion 

contributions 

5-6 postings well 

distributed throughout 

the module 

4-6 postings 

distributed 

throughout the 

module  

3-4 postings 

somewhat 

distributed 

Less than 4 postings 

distributed throughout 

the module 

Responsiveness to discussion 

and demonstration of 

knowledge and understanding 

gained from assigned reading 

very clear that 

readings were 

understood and 

incorporated well into 

responses – 

 

References included 

readings were 

understood and 

incorporated into 

responses-- 

1 or 2  

References cited 

postings have 

questionable 

relationship to 

reading material-- 

 

No references cited 

not evident that 

readings were 

understood and/or not 

incorporated into 

discussion 

 

No references cited 

Adherence to on-line 

protocols (see list above) 

all on-line protocols 

followed 

1 online protocol 

not adhered to  

2-3 online 

protocols not 

adhered to  

4 or more online 

protocols not adhered 

to  

Points 9-10 7-8 3-6 0-2 
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(3) Evaluation criteria for facilitating/moderating an online (or in class) discussion:  
   

1. The discussants will demonstrate an observable understanding of the content (assigned readings, links, articles 

and/or projects) being discussed. The understanding will be at the critical thinking and synthesis level.  

2. The discussants will demonstrate an ability to engage the audience in a discussion that is relevant to the topics 

of the articles and related concepts. This can be done in a variety of ways including but not limited to:   

       - posing engaging questions;   

       - eliciting responses;   

       - engaging the learners in an activity or task.   

3. The discussants will demonstrate the ability to effectively organize the discussion. This includes:   

       - keeping the discussion focused on the topic;   

       - providing structure (beginning arguments, closing arguments, wrap-up or synthesis);   

       - staying within the timeframe allotted for discussion;   

       - using effective media (if applicable).  

4. The discussants will demonstrate the ability to respond to questions effectively.   

5. The discussants will demonstrate the ability to relate the concepts discussed in the content to personal and 

professional experience by using examples from everyday practices.  
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Name ______________________ 

Date _______________________ 

 

GRADING RUBRIC FOR GROUP BRANCH-OF-SERVICE REPORTS 

 

Use the descriptions of “Excellent, Good, Satisfactory, and Needs Improvement” below along with the rubric to judge your 

Group Branch of Service reports according to the standards used in grading by the instructor prior to submission. 

 

Excellent: Provides an overview of the branch history; contextualizes within knowledge of other branches of 

the military; demonstrates research in particulars and “little known” facts that make the branch unique; 

research includes scholarly articles and sources not available on a standard “Google” search; stylistically and 

grammatically polished 

 

Good: Provides an overview of the branch history but fails to individualize the project; focuses on “little 

known” facts but overall role and history of the branch not fully articulated; research not substantial or 

critically aware of overarching issues facing the branch; simple grammatically errors that demonstrate a lack 

of peer review 

 

Satisfactory: Provides an overview of the branch history that is incomplete but not lacking research; some 

group members provide “little known” facts but not others; few if any scholarly sources; distracting amount 

of grammatical or stylistic errors 

 

Needs improvement: Both overview and “little known” facts are underdeveloped or lacking critical insight; no 

scholarly research or critical insight into the sources used; major grammatical or stylistic errors that make the 

presentation hard to follow 

 

Standard 

25-20 Points 20 -15 Points 15-10 Points 10-0 Point 

Score 
Excellent Good Satisfactory 

Needs 

Improvement 
 

Provides an overview of branch 

history and role within the greater 

armed forces; presentation not 

limited, however, to generic facts 

(includes RESEARCH and 

interpretation) 

 

 

 

 

 

Each group member highlights a 

“little known fact” or trend or issue 

related to the particular branch of 

service. Their part of the 

presentation is included as a voice-

over for the PowerPoint 

presentation submitted. 

 

  

 

PowerPoint is organized, readable, 

and includes sources cited 

according to MLA standards at the 

end; voiced over speech is audible, 
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timed correctly, and appropriately 

divided among group members 

 

 

Clearly Defined Roles: Presentation 

should include a group moderator 

who introduces the presentation and 

presenters; each group member’s 

presentation should be able to stand 

alone while also complimenting the 

whole project (if a member of the 

group’s presentation is not the same 

quality as the others’ the grade will 

reflect this discrepancy) 

 

  

 

Score ____/ 100 
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Name ______________________ 

Date _______________________ 

 

GRADING RUBRIC FOR COURSE PROJECT 
 

You will be graded as a group member and an individual. Your grades will include those for the assignments 

leading up to the final project (proposal, bibliography / rough draft, and group/individual performance on the 

final product).  All scores will be added together for a total. 
 

Group Cohesiveness Comments Grade 
GROUP PROPOSAL 

 

Does your proposal lay out a 

definitive plan? Are the group 

member responsibilities clear? Is 

your medium of presentation 

feasible? Your grade will depend 

upon how clearly the instructor 

can envision your final project 

after reading the proposal. 

 

 __/ 100 

ROUGH DRAFT / BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

Did the rough draft of the 

webpage appear to be near 

completion, as it should towards 

the end of the semester? Or, does 

it appear that the students are 

attempting to last minute the 

whole project? Is the 

bibliography substantial and does 

it include a majority of sources 

that are scholarly? Does it 

include at least 20 sources? 

 

 __/ 40 

FINAL RESEARCH PROJECT – GROUP PERFORMANCE 

 

Do the respective pages work 

together to explore an 

overarching issue? 

 

 

 

 

__/ 40 

 

Are the respective pages free of 

typographical and other errors 

that could have easily been 

caught through team work? 

 

 

 

 

__/ 20 

Is the project researched, 

employing critical thinking on a 

variety of sub-topics that come 

together to discuss an 

 __/ 40 
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overarching veterans studies 

issue in a sophisticated, college-

level way? 

 

Group Grade Total  

 

 

_____/ 100 

 

INDIVIDUAL PROPOSAL  

Individual Performance Comments Grade 
 

Does your proposal lay out a 

definitive plan? Do you situate 

the issue you want to research 

within a larger body of research 

and an overarching issue related 

to veterans studies? Do you 

propose how you will employ 

written, visual, and spoken 

rhetoric? Your grade will depend 

upon how clearly the instructor 

can envision your final project 

after reading the proposal. 

 

 __/ 100 

FINAL RESEARCH PROJECT – INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCE 

Individual Performance Comments Grade 
 

Final Project: Is the 

individual’s portion of the 

website or blog accessible and 

visually appealing? 

 

 
 

__/ 40 

 

Final Project: Is it clear that 

the individual participated and 

carried his/her weight 

throughout the semester? 

Students are encouraged to 

evaluate their group members’ 

performances anonymously 

and send these evaluations to 

the instructor. 

 

 
 

__/ 40 

 

Final Project: Does the 

individual’s portion of project 

have a clear, definable thesis 

or main point derived from 

research and critical thinking? 

Is this thesis supported using 

 
 

__/ 40 
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research and logical 

arguments? Does it fit within 

the overall argument? 

 

Individual Grade Total __/ 120  
Group Proposal __/ 100 

Group Rough Draft / Bibliography __/ 40 

Individual Proposal __/ 100 

Group Grade __/ 100 

Individual Grade __/ 120 

 

Final Project Total 

 

__/ 460 

 
 

 


