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Eastern Kentucky University 
- 

Women & Gender Studies (WGS) / Veteran Studies Program (VTS) 
WGS 300 (CRN 52611) / VTS 350 (CRN 52612)  

“Masculinities and War” 
Summer 2012 

Time / Place:  100% Online   
Instructor:  Travis Martin 
Phone: 859.623.3166  
Email:  travis.martin@eku.edu 
 

Required text: 
 Michael Kimmel, Manhood in America (ISBN: 0-199-781-559) 

 E. Anthony Rotundo, American Manhood (ISBN: 0-465-001-696) 

 Tim O’Brien, The Things They Carried  (ISBN: 0618706410) 

 Anthony Swofford, Jarhead (ISBN: 0743287215) 
 

Course Description:  
 

The military is often a test site for issues of national fascination and importance. Recent examples include the 
repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” and the inclusion of women in more and more military occupational specialties. 
These issues reflect changing attitudes among Americans as a whole. At the very least, cultural and legislative 
influences upon the military represent the government’s attempt to predict and predate changes on a national 
level. The performance of masculinity and its deployment during war is the unwritten rule and inherent 
argument against most every controversial decision concerning gender-related politics in the military. It is 
assumed that masculinity and war are synonymous. But what is military masculinity? How does it differ from 
other types of masculinity? How is this masculinity performed and instilled in the acts and demeanors of service 
members? How can understanding Masculinity at War help us to understand the military mindset more fully, 
add insight to the controversial spotlight cast upon the behaviors of military men, and how are these questions 
answered within the literatures and other conveyances of war? This course will explore these questions and 
others by examining masculinity within the context of war in various mediums and through the lens of theorists 
like E. Anthony Rotundo, Michael Kimmel, and others. 3 credit hours.    
 

Course Purpose and Design: 
 

This 8-week, online course will combine traditional academic research with practical argumentative 
assignments, transforming students into teachers of gender and veterans’ issues. Our first few weeks will lay the 
groundwork of gender theory; we will continue with the application of that theory to real-world issues and 
primary texts; and we will conclude by working individually or in groups to produce a digital project that 
illuminates some aspect of military masculinity, dispels myths, or motivates the public to take action on 
veterans’ behalf. 
 

Prerequisite Knowledge Needed: 
 

Students taking this course should have a firm grasp of basic academic writing and research methods. No 
prerequisite knowledge in gender or veterans’ issues is required. Students will need to know how to use social 
media platforms, YouTube, the EKU email system, and be prepared to design online content for the public. 
 

Netiquette:  
 

When communicating online, consider the conversations as having the same boundaries as any real life 
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interactions. No personal attacks. If you happen to be attacked by a member of the class, it is best to let me 
handle it. If you feel compelled to respond, I recommend a request for information, e.g., "What makes you say 
that?" Responding in kind feels good momentarily, but escalating the flame will only quash discussion for the 
rest of us. In addition, do not download material to the class listserv or send messages to members in private or 
on Blackboard that could make other members of the class uncomfortable. Think of the class as a professional 
place, like an office, and your fellow classmates as fellow professionals. Within these guidelines, our online 
interactions should be an enjoyable and productive. 
 

About the Instructor: 
 

Travis L. Martin served two tours of duty in Iraq as a sergeant in the 51st Transportation Company. He holds an 
MA in English from Eastern Kentucky University, where he founded The Journal of Military Experience. Travis is 
a McNair Scholar, a Madonna Marsden Writing Award recipient, and was awarded the National Phi Kappa Phi 
Literacy Grant. His work as a veterans’ advocate and community leader was recognized by the Kentucky state 
legislature in 2011. Currently, he teaches at EKU and is a PhD student at the University of Kentucky. His research 
interests include trauma, autobiography, and war memoirs from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. His 
personal interests include finding ways to cuddle with his dogs, Buddy and Katie, instead of getting out of bed 
each morning. 
 

Student Learning Outcomes for WGS 300 / VTS 350: 
 

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:  
1) Assess the impact of social structure and culture on gender in the military 
2) Analyze gender as a social construction 
3) Demonstrate the ability to gather, interpret and assess materials relating to the historical struggle for 

women’s rights in the United States  
4) Explain the interdisciplinary nature of women’s studies and veterans studies 
5) Analyze gendered issues from multi-ethnic and multi-cultural perspectives  
6) Evaluate current debates and issues in the field Women and Gender Studies and Veterans Studies   

 

VTS Program Student Learning Outcomes:  
 

(For students interested in the Veteran Studies Certificate/Minor)   

Students will be able to: 

1. Contribute to the growing body of research and efforts centered on improving the lives of veterans. 
2. Communicate with local and regional veterans, Veteran Service Organizations (e.g. VFW, etc.) and 

military on issues affecting veteran reintegration into civilian life.  
3. Plan and carry out a significant research project that will inform non-veterans about the positive and 

negative effects of military service. 
4. Apply knowledge gained within a variety of professions where direct contact with veterans is likely. 
5. Critique, defend, and translate relevant current dialogue concerning veterans’ issues.  
6. Understand and assist military service members, veterans and their families with difficulties associated 

with service. 
7. Describe, differentiate, and summarize the cultural, institutional, and relational dimension of Veterans 

Studies. 
8. Differentiate between the experiences of veterans and non-veterans; describe in writing how these 

differences affect the daily lives of veterans. 
9. Integrate out-of-class experiences into an overall understanding of the veterans’ experience. 
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WGS Minor or Certificate 
 

If you are registered for this class or have previously taken a WGS class, you should consider getting a minor or 
certificate in Women & Gender Studies. Students often take WGS classes out of interest or to fulfill a General 
Education requirement and may not realize how close they are to a minor (18 hours) or certificate (12 hours). 
WGS 201 and 400 are required courses. For more information please contact the WGS Director, Dr. Lisa Day-

Lindsey at (859) 622-2913 or e-mail lisa.day@eku.edu. The WGS Office is located in Keith 121. 
 

VTS Minor or Certificate 
 

If you are registered for this class you are only three classes away from completing a certificate in Veteran Studies 
or continuing a little further and earning the minor. EKU’s Veteran Studies Program is the first of its kind in the 
United States, offering an interdepartmental, interdisciplinary approach to understanding military culture and 

the veteran identity. VTS 200 “Introduction to Veterans Studies” is the required introductory course for the 
program and is available next semester. Register today! For more information contact the VTS Director, Brett 

Morris at (859) 622-1555 or email brett.morris@eku.edu. Visit us at http://va.eku.edu/vsp to learn more! 
 

 
 

Evaluation Methods and Course Requirements:  
 

1) Weekly Readings and Discussions: Each student will engage in informal class discussions through our 
private Facebook group. Students are not required (but are encouraged) to create private accounts in 
order to access this group and protect their privacy. Your weekly discussion requirements include: 
 

 Responding daily to three reading-related question posed by the instructor. Grammar and 
spelling will not be assessed as a part of these responses. Rather, length (two to three paragraphs 
will suffice) and independent thought (referencing the texts and synthesizing information) will be 
how you receive your weekly grade for this section. (3 questions per week, 10 points each) 

 Creating one, complex questions per week pertaining to the reading and posting them to the 
group. These questions may encourage thought from group or, and this is a little crazy so hold on 
tight, be actual questions you would like answered. (1 Questions per week, 5 points each) 

 Responding to the majority of classmates’ questions before the end of the week. Same instructions 
regarding, length, independent thought, and synthesis apply to these responses as to your 
responses for the instructor’s daily question. (graded on completion only). 

 Being respectful of others’ opinions if they differ from your own. 

 Join the group using this link: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/116568091756454/#!/groups/239103612871124/ 
 

The instructor’s questions should be answered within two days of it being posted. Your weekly question 
should be posed any day before Friday of each week. You should respond to your classmates’ questions 
before the end of the day on Sunday of each week. 
 

2) Weekly Reading Response Papers: These papers will assess your written communication skills, research 
skills, and your ability to apply the knowledge gained from the reading to real-world problems and 
situations. You will also be working towards a final research project using the information gained in these 
papers. The papers will be graded as follows: 
 

 2-3 Pages in Length – 10% of grade 

 Direct Quotations from Reading (2-3 per page)- 20% of grade 

 Formatted According to MLA Standards – 10% of grade 

 Emailed on Sunday of Each Week as a Word Document – 10% of grade 

 Grammatically Polished – 10% of grade 

mailto:lisa.day@eku.edu
http://va.eku.edu/vsp
https://www.facebook.com/groups/116568091756454/#!/groups/239103612871124/
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 Stylistically Polished – 10% of grade 

 Applies Weekly Readings to Primary Text(s) OR Real-World Issues Concerning Military 
Masculinity, Gender, or Related Issues – 30% of grade 

 

You are not expected to be an expert on veterans or gender in order to do well on these papers. You may 
end with questions, for example, if you are interested about exploring the issues you’ve addressed outside 
of the paper. What I am looking for is proof that you’ve comprehended (or at least tried) the weekly 
readings to the point where you can apply them to the issues addressed in class. Your final project will 
require that you draw upon the knowledge synthesized in these weekly papers. 
 

3) Digital Project: In completing this final, digital project you will magically transform from the students 
into the teachers, taking the knowledge you’ve gained in the fields of veterans and women and gender 
studies and using it to clear up misconceptions, erase stereotypes, and educate the public about the 
issues we’ve covered in class. 
 

You have a few options to decide upon: 

 You may work individually or in groups of two. If you plan to work in a group you must let the 
instructor know before the third week of class. 

 Your digital project could be  
o an article for The Journal of Military Experience’s website militaryexperience.org.  
o It could be a YouTube video that will be shared with the public (anything from a recorded 

skit to a music video to interviews with veterans).  
o It might even be a recording of a virtual reality created in a video game. 

 It is important to remember that this research project WILL be made public and, as a result, your 
reasoning may come under scrutiny as well as your use of intellectual property. You MUST obtain 
written permission of any individuals interviewed or otherwise used in your videos. 

 

The Digital Project will be a semester-long initiative that begins with you reading the first page of our first 
text. It will take place in the following stages: 

 

 Weeks 1-3 – You will develop an understanding of gender related issues like masculine/feminine 
and gender/sex in historical, social, and political contexts. You will also be exposed to readings 
that address these issues within the context of military culture and the performance of 
masculinity therein. By learning to write about and synthesize information related to these topics 
you will prepare yourself to create a digital project. The instructor will also include course 
material about digital rhetoric and how best to persuade an audience in an online environment. 
 

 Week 3 – Submit a two-page proposal to the instructor that answers the following questions. The 
proposal is a requirement and will count for 10% of your final grade: 
 

o Do you plan to work individually or in a group of two? If you plan to work in a group, give 
the names of both group members, acknowledge that you are aware that you will both get 
the same grade, describe how you plan to equally distribute the responsibilities? 

o What topic do you wish to address?  
o How will our readings and the issues presented in class play a part in your argument? 
o What is your argument? Develop a tentative thesis and explain how you plan to test it 

through independent research? 
o Ask any questions that you need answered before moving forward. 

 

 Week 4 – Prepare a bibliography of at least ten scholarly sources you plan to use in your digital 
project either directly or to inform your argument. This assignment will test your abilities in MLA 
citation (a must for presenting research to the public) as well as give the instructor an idea for 
how your project is progressing. This is also the week of the Military Experience and the Arts 
Symposium. If you wish to use this event (July 5-7) to cultivate your research through interviews, 
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you’ll need to be present. The bibliography is worth 10% of your final grade. 

 Weeks 5 & 6 – Continue working individually or in a group on your project. 

 Week 7 – You will submit a link to your working project to the instructor for a last minute 
critique. The rough draft is worth 10% of your final grade. 

 Week 8 – The final Digital Project must live on July 27th at Midnight. 
 

Your project will be graded according to the standards set forth in the rubric below. Note the emphasis on classic 
rhetorical appeals. If you are going to make an argument to a popular audience, you need to be persuasive. You 
will connect with your audience through written, visual, and oral communication skills. Your digital project 
needs to contain writing, images, and sound in some manner or fashion.  
 

Of course, if you are writing an article for militaryexperience.org your grade will mostly be based upon your 
written work. If you are doing a YouTube video it will be split between visual and oral rhetoric. Don’t overthink 
this aspect of the assignment. If you are doing a video, I don’t want to see scrolling text like the first five minutes 
of Star Wars; I want to see attention-grabbing sounds and images. If you’re doing a written piece, I don’t want to 
see irrelevant pictures of puppies and veterans to get the reader hooked; I want to see thought-provoking 
statement’s that make me keep reading. 
 

The grade received on your rubric will count as 70% of the project’s final grade. 
 

Standard 

1 Point 2 Points 3 Points 4 Points 

Your         
Score 

Minimal 
effort 
shown 

Some effort, 
little polish 
or imprecise 

Complete and 
polished but not 

substantially 
developed 

Meets or 
excels the 
standard 

Comments 
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Demonstrates Ethos, Logos, 
and Pathos 

 

  

 
Argument Grounded in 

Gender Issues 
 

  

 
Argument Concerns Itself 
With Military Masculinity 

 

  

 
Demonstrates Analysis of 
Sources Read in Class and 

Independent Research 
 

  

 
Demonstrates Expertise 
Using Visual Rhetoric 

 

  

 
Demonstrates Expertise 
Using Written Rhetoric 

 

  

 
Demonstrates Expertise 
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Using Oral Rhetoric 
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Bibliography includes all 
Sources used or informing 

the argument 
 

  

 
Stylistically 

Polished 
 

  

 
Submitted Online and  

On-Time 
 

You Cannot Receive a Grade if this Standard is Not Met  

______ / 40 
 

Course grade:  
 

Your grade will be assigned according to the following schematic. The weekly Facebook Discussions will be 
worth 30% of your final grade. The weekly response papers will be worth 20% of your final grade (Note: There are 
no response papers due the first and last weeks of class). Your digital project will be worth 40% of your final 
grade. Participation will be worth 10% of your final grade and will be determined based on whether or not you go 
the extra mile in the FB discussion group (i.e. responding more than the required two times to your peers, 
sharing articles or links of interest with the group, attending the MEA Symposium, being a nice person in 
general). 
 

Category Assignment Quantity Points Possible Total Weight 

Facebook 
Discussions 

Weekly 7 97.5 682.5 30% 

 
Weekly Response 

Papers 
 

-- 4 100 400 20% 

Digital Project 

Proposal 1 10 10 

40% 
Bibliography 1 10 10 

Rough Draft 1 10 10 

Final Draft 1 70 70 

Participation  -- -- -- 100 10% 
 

Student Progress:  
 

I will keep a running tally of your grades and provide you with a copy within 48 hours of any written request. 
 

There are numerous assignments due each week. It is important that you create a system that helps you keep 
track of them all. I suggest using the following check list each week: 
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Week # _____________ 
 

Did I respond to all five of the daily instructor 
questions before Friday? 

Yes _________  No ____________ 

Did I complete the readings and post two thought-
provoking questions to the discussion group? 

Yes _________  No ____________ 

Did I respond to the two questions submitted by 
each of my classmates before Sunday? 

Yes _________  No ____________ 

Did I write my weekly response paper and email it 
to the instructor before Sunday? 

Yes _________  No ____________ 

Am I on schedule according to the rubric when it 
comes to the Digital Project? 

Yes _________  No ____________ 

Did I do a little more than meet the requirements 
in order to get a good participation grade at the 

end of the semester? 
Yes _________  No ____________ 

 

If you think you need to drop the course, a withdraw fee applies and instructor permission is required after June 
07th. The last day to drop the course with a “W” is July 06th. For additional information, consult the Colonel's 
Compass: http://www.eku.edu/compass/calendars/2011/fall/  
 

Attendance:   
 

This is an online course so attendance will not be taken in a traditional manner. Instead, you will have the 
flexibility of making your presence known throughout the week by answering discussion questions and 
sustaining the dialogue between you, the instructor, and your classmates. If you are unable to complete 
assignments on time due to illness or calamity, please contact the instructor with a written excuse to arrange for 
an extension or alternative assignment. 
 

Technology/Email:  
 

Students are expected to use the EKU email system for all communication with the instructor. You are required 
to check your email and the discussion group daily during the week. You are responsible for having access to the 
internet as well as the technology needed to play the video lectures that will be posted to the discussion group 
one or more times a week. The instructor will respond to any email within 24 hours on weekdays and within a 
reasonable amount of time on weekends and holidays. 
 

Disability Statement:  
 

If you are registered with the Office of Services for Individuals with Disabilities, please obtain your 
accommodation letters from the OSID and present them to the course instructor to discuss any academic 
accommodations you need.  If you believe you need accommodation and are not registered with the OSID, 
please contact the Office in the Student Services Building Room 361 by email at disserv@eku.edu or by telephone 
at (859) 622-2933 V/TDD.  Upon individual request, this syllabus can be made available in an alternative format.  
 

Academic Integrity:  
 

Students are advised that EKU's Academic Integrity Policy will strictly be enforced in this course. The Academic 
Integrity policy is available at www.academicintegrity.eku.edu. Questions regarding the policy may be directed 
to the Office of Academic Integrity. It is extremely important that you do not engage in copyright infringement 
on the public, digital project at the end of the semester. This means that all music, video clips, and other 
copyrighted material must be your intellectual property. If you are unsure about what materials you are allowed 
to use, contact the instructor for further guidance. 
 

Tentative Schedule: 

http://www.eku.edu/compass/calendars/2011/fall/
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WGS 300 / VTS 350 
Travis Martin 

Masculinities and War 
Summer 2012 

 
In addition to the readings below you will be responsible for watching the video lectures posted to the discussion 
group each week as well as any articles accompanying the daily response questions posed by the instructor. Feel 
free to share any readings you come across as you do your research as it might help your peers. I’ve made the 
entire first week’s reading online to accommodate those of you who do not yet have your texts because I heard 
they were not made available at the bookstore as planned. 
 
Week One: June 4-11 
 
Readings: 

o “The Categories Themselves” by David Valentine (will distribute online) 
o “Military moms in breast-feeding photos say they've been silenced by superiors” by Chelsea Bannach 

http://www.stripes.com/news/military-moms-in-breast-feeding-photos-say-they-ve-been-silenced-by-
superiors-1.179249 

o “The Social History of Western Sexuality” by Emily Allen and Dino Felluga 
http://www.cla.purdue.edu/english/theory/genderandsex/modules/introduction.html 

o “Sands of Iwo Jima Trailer” – YouTube Video 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FD5DjBVV1J8 

o “'Independence Day' and the war on masculinity” – YouTube Video 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yjpzfy5jRlw 

o “Kimmel on Men and Gender” – YouTube Video 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQh0lt7V-U0&feature=related 

 
Assignments Due: 

o Weekly Facebook Discussion Assignments 
 
Week Two: June 11-18  
 
Readings: 

o Kimmel, Manhood in America – Preface & Introduction 
o Rotundo, American Manhood – Introduction & Chapt. 1 
o Swofford, Jarhead – Pages 1-50 
o “Jarhead: Field Fuck” – YouTube Video 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ut-qe_jGGxk 
 
Assignments Due: 

o Weekly Facebook Discussion Assignments 
o Weekly Response Paper # 1 Due Before Sunday 

 
Week Three: June 18-25 
 
Readings: 

o Kimmel, Manhood in America – Chapt. 8 
o Rotundo, American Manhood – Chapt. 4 
o Swofford, Jarhead- Pages 50-100 
o “The Messenger - Sgt Montgomery See's The Light” – YouTube Video 

http://www.stripes.com/news/military-moms-in-breast-feeding-photos-say-they-ve-been-silenced-by-superiors-1.179249
http://www.stripes.com/news/military-moms-in-breast-feeding-photos-say-they-ve-been-silenced-by-superiors-1.179249
http://www.cla.purdue.edu/english/theory/genderandsex/modules/introduction.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FD5DjBVV1J8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yjpzfy5jRlw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQh0lt7V-U0&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ut-qe_jGGxk
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=StXy8mbpL-k 
 
Assignments Due: 

o Weekly Facebook Discussion Assignments 
o Weekly Response Paper # 2 Due Before Sunday 
o Digital Project Proposal Due Before Sunday 

 
Week Four: June 25- July 2  
 
Readings: 

o Kimmel, Manhood in America – Chapt. 9 
o Rotundo, American Manhood –Chapt. 8 & 9 
o Swofford, Jarhead- Pages 100-200 

 
Assignments Due: 

o Weekly Facebook Discussion Assignments 
o Weekly Response Paper # 3 Due Before Sunday 
o Digital Project Bibliography Due Before Sunday 

  
Week Five: July 2-9  
 
Readings: 

o Rotundo, American Manhood, Chapt. 10 & 11 
o Swofford, Jarhead- Pages 200-End 

 
Assignments Due: 

o Weekly Facebook Discussion Assignments 
o Weekly Response Paper # 4 Due Before Sunday 

  
Week Six: July 9-16 
 
Readings: 

o Rotundo, American Manhood, Epilogue 
o O’Brien, The Things They Carried- Pages 1-100 

 
Assignments Due: 

o Weekly Facebook Discussion Assignments 
o Weekly Response Paper # 5 Due Before Sunday 

 
Week Seven: July 16-23 
 
Readings: 

o O’Brien, The Things They Carried- Pages 100-End 
o Digital Project Readings TBD 

 
Assignments Due: 

o Weekly Facebook Discussion Assignments 
o Weekly Response Paper # 6 Due Before Sunday 
o Digital Project Rough Draft Due Before Sunday 

 
Week Eight: July 23-27 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=StXy8mbpL-k
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Readings: 
o Digital Project Examples TBD 

 
Assignments Due: 

o Weekly Facebook Discussion Assignments 
o Digital Project Final Draft Due July 27th at Midnight 

 
 


