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Eastern Kentucky University  

Student Outreach and Transition: Veterans Education and Transition Support 

Syllabus for GSO 102-V: College Basic for Student Veterans.  

3 Credit Hours  

Spring 2011 

The syllabus is a contract between student and instructor. Basically, this means that if you follow the directions 

on this piece of paper you will get an “A” in the class. 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday: 12:00-5:00 / Tuesday: 12:30-5:00 / Thursday: 12:00-5:00 / By Appointment 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS/MATERIALS 

 Becoming a Master Student. Ellis, David.  (2010) 

 Tears of a Warrior: A Family’s Story of Combat and Living with PTSD. Janet and E. Anthony Seahorn.  

 The University Datebook or some sort of planner. 

 

ON-LINE RESOURCES 

 Student Handbook (online at www.studentaffairs.eku.edu/) 

 University Catalog (online at www.undergradstudies.eku.edu/catalog/2010-2011)  

 Colonel’s Compass (online at www.eku.edu/compass/) 

 EKU Veterans Affairs Office (online at www.soto.eku.edu/veterans/) 

 Student Veterans of America (online at www.sva.org) 

 EKU VETS Student Organization (online at www.ekuvets.org) 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course is a variant of the standard University Orientation Course (GSO 102). Students will receive the 

same instruction in study skills, academic life, and University policies as those enrolled in the standard course. 

However, the curriculum will forgo discussion of issues relevant only to young, straight-out-of-high-school 

freshmen and focus upon issues relevant to student veterans. Adjusting to civilian/academic life, utilizing the 

services offered by the Department of Veterans Affairs, translating and applying military skills to the civilian 

job market and identifying common as well as specifically veteran-related impediments to a successful 

academic pursuit will supplement and enhance the curriculum. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

GSO 102-V assists student veterans in the following areas: 

 Adjustment and assimilation to academic/civilian life. 

 Application and modification of life skills learned in the military. 

 Learning about resources and opportunities specifically available to student veterans. 

 Understanding one’s learning style and personality type as applicable to selecting a career path or major 

area of study. 

 Gaining knowledge about campus resources such as the library, career center, health services, 

counseling center, advising office and tutoring services. 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION COURSE INFORMATION 

Travis Martin  Section: GSO 102-V (Vet Only) 

Office: SSB 452 

Phone: (859) 622-7838 

Classroom Location: Moore 113 

    Course Length: January 11th-May 7th 

Email: Travis_Martin60@eku.edu Meeting Times: TR 11:00am-12:15pm 
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 Developing skills in time management, test taking, memory, problem solving and communication. 

 Developing self awareness and understanding the importance of diversity. 

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 You will have a practical understanding of General Education at EKU.   

 You will demonstrate a successful application of study skills. 

 You will appropriately engage with others in an academic setting. 

 You will be able to identify academic resources and support services important for academic success. 

 You will demonstrate an understanding of self awareness as it relates to learning styles. 

 You will articulate the benefits of volunteering and community engagement. 

 You will develop and articulate academic, career and life goals. 

 You will develop an awareness of diversity. 

 You will do all of the above things within the context of being a military veteran. 

 

METHODS OF EVALUATION 

 

1. Examinations/Presentations 

Two examinations worth 50 points and a final exam worth 100 points will be administered during the semester.  

The two 50-point examinations will each be worth 10% of the final grade and the final exam will count for 20% 

of the final grade. The examinations will cover the assigned readings in the textbook, lectures, discussions, 

handouts and any additional material assigned.  The final exam will be comprehensive.  

 

2. Alternative to Exams One & Two: The Journal of Military Experience 

 As a veteran and student in the GSO 102V course, you will be given the opportunity to submit a piece of 

creative prose, poetry or artwork to the soon-to-be-published, Journal of Military Experience. The JME was 

created last year after calls were sent out to veterans campus-wide. This is a great way to get out of two tests, 

en ance yo r res   , gain writing skills crucial to succeeding in college, and let the world know about what 

life is like in the military. There are also therapeutic and personal benefits inherent with narrating life 

experience. Writing enables one to put things in perspective, acknowledging the past rather than burying it or 

trying to forget. Of course, this portion of the course is entirely optional and submissions to the journal may be 

entered under a false name. 

 

The journal will need to be complete and published before the end of the semester. Therefore, a rough draft that 

is the equivalent to five pages of poetry or prose will need to be complete and emailed to the instructor as a 

Word document before the date of the first exam. The document must be in the form of a Microsoft Word 

document for editorial purposes. Then, the instructor will work with students over email and in office visits to 

get the writing where it needs to be for publication. The final product will need to be complete before the date 

of the second exam in order for the student to be exempt. Satisfactory completion of the rough and final drafts 

will count for a full 20% of the course grade. 

 

Ideas for topics include but are not limited to: the basic training experience, deployments and/or life at sea, 

military family life, commentary on the politics of war, experiences with illness and/or treatment from the 

Department of Veterans Affairs, and the college experience from the eyes of a student veteran. Ideas are 

welcome and students will work directly with the instructor to develop them. This is a great opportunity to get 

published early in your college career. 

 

3. Textbook & Personal / Professional Growth Exercises 

Becoming a Master Student includes many exercises and activities.  The online site for the textbook has 

additional resources (directions for login are in the text).  In addition to Becoming a Master Student, students 
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enrolled in GSO 102-V will receive a free personal skills and career inventory assessment from Career Services 

(see class schedule). During this part of the course, students will complete nightly surveys and assessments 

using the following directions: 

 

1. Login to http://www.myplan.com/index.php 

2. Create an account and put in the license code: KPTCQDAC 

3.  Students will receive copies of their results immediately after completing each assessment.  

4. Feel free to work ahead on this. 

5. Bring the appropriate results to class on the days listed on the course schedule. 

(If you have any questions about how to complete the online assessments, feel free to contact the instructor. More 

information will be made available as we get closer to that section of the course.) 

Students will utilize the online resources that accompany the text as well as Blackboard Discussion Boards to 

complete homework assignments throughout the semester. The total number of points possible for the 

homework assignments will be worth 100 points, or 20% of the course grade. 

 

4.  Participation 

Your participation grade will come from in class discussions and ten emails that I will send out during the 

semester. Each email will simply ask you to reply with a phrase (i.e. Big Willy’s BBQ) in t e s bject line. 

Failure to reply to an email will result in the deduction of 1% of the 10% participation grade. Checking email 

and communicating regularly with professors is a key component of succeeding in college. This will help you to 

get in the habit of using your email account. 

 

5. Out-of-Class Experiences 

The college experience is not limited to the classroom. Each student will take part in at least three out-of-class 

events or activities. One of these events should be attending an EKU VETS student organizational meeting. 

Short, half-page reports will be submitted, describing each experience.  Each reflection will be worth 50 points, 

or 10% of the final course grade.  

 

More information will be provided about specific activities throughout the semester. Below you will find a list 

of some ideas you may want to consider: 

 

 Viewing and discussion of Operation Homecoming Documentary in the Crabbe Library  

 EKU VETS student organization meetings (first meeting on September 9
th

) 

 Cultural activities (seminar, gallery event, music, or theater) 

 Attending an “EKU Reads” author visit or “C a ta q a” Lect re (See EKU website for details) 

 Going to a VA Appointment or enrolling in the system 

 Attending a guided meditation course for veterans at the counseling center  

 Memorial Day ceremonies put on by EKU VETS 

 Other opportunities that present themselves throughout the semester are fine. 

 

(Note: In the creation of this course I am aware, that as non-traditional, veteran students, you may have a busy 

schedule due to work and family obligations. If this affects your ability to attend events, please meet with an 

instructor and discuss the possibility of an alternative assignment.) 

 

GRADING SYSTEM 

Grades will be posted on Blackboard so that students can monitor their progress throughout the semester. Please 

meet with an instructor during the hours listed above should you have questions about the grading policies, 
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discrepancies in the grading system, or any other concerns. The chart below summarizes the grading scheme 

used in the GSO 102-V course: 

 

Grading System 

Assignments Points Possible Percentage of Course Grade 

Exam 1 50 10% 

Exam 2 50 10% 

Final Exam 100 20% 

Homework 100 20% 

Out-of-Class Experiences 150 30% 

Participation 50 10% 

Totals 500 100% 

 

Final Grades: 100-90 = A / 89-80 = B / 79-70 = C / 69-60 = D / <59 = F 

 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

Attendance Policy: 
Class attendance and participation is essential for discussion.  Students are expected to attend all classes. 

Attendance will be taken at the beginning of every class.  Students are permitted to miss 3 classes during the 

semester without penalty.  Students who miss class are responsible for meeting to discuss make-up assignments 

during the instructor’s office hours.  Missing more than three classes meetings may result in the final grade 

being lowered.   

 

Course Requirements & Policies:  
1. All work submitted must be your own. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. 

2. If you cannot attend class, email the instructor ahead of time (if possible) to get t e day’s assign ents. 

3. Arrive to class on time. Being tardy more than three times will count as one class absence. 

4. Be respectful to both the instructors and fellow students. Specifically, do not yell, talk out of turn, 

interrupt or distract the instructor or the other students. 

5. Turn off all electronic devices that make noise. Should you be expecting an urgent or emergency call, 

explain the situation to an instructor prior to class. 

6. Actively participate in classroom activities and discussions. 

7. Check your EKU email account daily for updates on class assignments and activities. 

8. Complete and turn in all assignments on time. 

9. Assignments more than one-week late will not be accepted.  Assignments less than one-week late will 

be accepted but will be penalized at one letter grade per day. 

10. Assignments are due at the beginning of the class. 

11. All writing assignments must be typed, double-spaced with size 12 Times New Roman font (or a similar 

font), and one-inch margins. Handwritten homework assignments are unacceptable.   

 

Disability Statement: If you are registered with the Office of Services for Individuals with Disabilities, please 

obtain your accommodation letters from the OSID and present them to the course instructor to discuss any 

academic accommodations you need. If you believe you need accommodation and are not registered with the 

OSID, please contact the Office in the Student Services Building Room 361 by email at disserv@eku.edu or by 

telephone at (859) 622-2933 V/TDD. Upon individual request, this syllabus can be made available in an 

alternative format.  
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Academic Integrity Statement: St dents are advised t at EKU’s Acade ic Integrity policy will strictly be 

enforced in this course. The Academic Integrity policy is available at www.academicintegrity.eku.edu. 

Questions regarding the policy may be directed to the Office of Academic Integrity.  

 

Official E-mail: An official EKU e-mail is established for each registered student, each faculty member, and 

each staff member. Please use your EKU email account to communicate with the instructors. 

 

Last day to Drop a full semester course wit o t receiving a “W” is January 17th, 2011. 

 

Mid-term grades will be available through EKU Direct on March 6th, 2011. 

 

 

The bottom-line: 

1. This is not a hard class. 

2. If you simply do the assignments you will score well on the homework portion of the course. 

3. If you follow the directions you will do well on the tests. 

4. Being social and making friends with your fellow vets will help you in your college experience as a 

whole. 

5. T ere are co p ters and free printers in t e veterans’ lo nge. 

6. Getting involved with the student veteran organization, EKU VETS can be a rewarding and valuable 

experience. 

7. Do not procrastinate and put school first and you will be surprised at how easy college can be. 

 

Do the work, follow t e directions and be social and yo  will get an “A” in GSO 102V. 
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Student Grade Self-Tracking Sheet 

This sheet should help you to keep track of your grades and assignments. Keep everything that is handed back 

to you; if a grade is incorrectly entered into Blackboard then the graded assignment will be your only proof that 

you did the work. You will be able to check your records alongside the grades on the Blackboard site (This 

completed sheet is your 10th homework assignment). 

 

Assignment Your Grade Points Possible Percentage of Total 

Exam One  50 10% 

Exam Two  50 10% 

Final Exam  100 20% 

Homework 1  10 2% 

Homework 2  10 2% 

Homework 3  10 2% 

Homework 4  10 2% 

Homework 5  10 2% 

Homework 6  10 2% 

Homework 7  10 2% 

Homework 8  10 2% 

Homework 9  10 2% 

Homework 10  10 2% 

Out-of-Class Experience 1  50 10% 

Out-of-Class Experience 2  50 10% 

Out-of-Class Experience 3  50 10% 

Participation / Emails I replied to _______ emails out of 10. 10% 

Final Grade for GSO 102V  

 

Note: While it does not have to be this formal, it is a good idea to keep track of your grades in all of your 

classes for the same reasons listed above. 


