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Class: ENG 386(W): War and Peace in Lit Since 1900 (Writing Intensive) 
Scaffolding Prompts for ENG 386-W Final Essay 
______________________ 
 
What follows are directions for completing each of your major assignments this semester. Follow 
these directions very carefully and you shouldn’t have a problem. You will print each assignment and 
bring it to class on the due date listed on your course schedule. Expect a turnaround of one-two 
meeting days for feedback and grades.  
 
Assignment 1: Citations 
 

Introduction: Let’s start by making sure you know how to correctly cite sources according to 
MLA Style. This skill is imperative in the academic writing process because, as you read 
primary texts and gather research, you’ll need to assemble a Works Cited page for your final 
paper. You are free to use online citation tools, the Online Writing Lab at Purdue 
(http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/), or the current MLA handbook. Be 
sure to double check your work if you use a citation tool as they are not always right. 
 
Points Possible: 10 (2 points for each correctly cited source) 
 
Prompt: Show me where you are with knowledge of citation by citing the sources below 
according to MLA standards: 
 
1. One of the WWI poems we’ve read 
2. A scholarly article from the online databases hosted by the EKU library related to a topic 

that interests you  
3. A single chapter from any one of the books we’ll be reading this semester 
4. A whole book we’ll be reading this semester 
5. A popular website related to one of topics we’ll be covering 
 
Directions: Format the paper and citations according to MLA standards, print it out, and turn 
it in on the due date. 

 
Assignment 2: Annotated Poem 
 

Introduction: Annotation is what you do when you are reading a piece of literature with a 
critical eye. It’s the art of spotting important pieces of information, defining terms, making 
notes for yourself at a later date, and making connections between texts that you do as you go. 
This assignment is designed to get you into the habit of annotating texts as you read. 
 
Points Possible: 10 (2 for each annotation) 
 
Prompt: Read the poem below. As you read, do the following: 
 
1. Underline and look up unknown words or terms and write their meanings in the margin 
2. Make connections between this poem and others by finding similar uses of poetic style, 

allusions, metaphors, and tropes 
3. Look for historical references: place names, battles, references to the past 
4. Write down the thoughts to come to mind as you read 
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5. Comment on what is powerful about the poem and what you liked best 
 
Directions: Copy the poem into a blank document and print it. Then, underline, highlight, and 
make annotations in the margin and on the text and turn it in for a grade. 
 
A Dead Boche 
 
To you who’d read my songs of War  
And only hear of blood and fame,  
I’ll say (you’ve heard it said before)  
”War’s Hell!” and if you doubt the same,  
Today I found in Mametz Wood 
A certain cure for lust of blood:  
 
Where, propped against a shattered trunk,  
In a great mess of things unclean,  
Sat a dead Boche; he scowled and stunk  
With clothes and face a sodden green, 
Big-bellied, spectacled, crop-haired,  
Dribbling black blood from nose and beard 

 
Assignment 3: 1-Page Proposal 
 

Introduction: You should have selected the era and topic you want to write your essay about at 
this point. Now run your ideas by your professor using formal writing technique. 
 
Points Possible: 10 
 
Prompt: Follow the directions below when writing your proposal: 
 
• Format your header, spacing, text, and other page specifics according to MLA style 
• Your proposal may be longer but not shorter than one page 
• State directly which era of service you will be writing about and what topic you want to 

cover in the opening sentences 
• Come up with a tentative thesis with three-to-five arguable sub-points. This means your 

thesis should have a “because” statement in it somewhere followed by three reasons why 
you think your argument is true. 

• Talk about what kinds of research you foresee 
• Conclude with any questions you might have for the instructor 
 
Directions: Format your paper according to the standards above and cover the topics listed. 
Turn your paper in on the assigned date in class. 

 
Assignment 4: Intro / Thesis 
 

Introduction: The introduction is where you lay out your topic and set the stage for the essay to 
come. The most important part of the introduction is the thesis. The thesis is where you get to 
say something original based on all of the reading and research you’ve done on the topic. A 
good thesis usually comes at the end of the first paragraph or in a smaller, separate paragraph 
after the one that sets the stage. Most importantly, however, is the previewing of the main 
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points to come. By previewing I mean that your thesis statement should say that A is true 
because of B, C, and D. The latter three points are main points that you prove to show that your 
over-arching argument is true. This assignment will allow you to isolate that part of the essay 
and get it just right before incorporating it into your final essay. 
 
Points Possible: 10 (5 for thesis, 3 for lead-in and stage setting, 2 for direct quote) 
 
Prompt: Follow the directions below when completing this assignment: 
 
• Format your paper according to MLA standards 
• Include at least one quote (cited correctly both in the text and in a works cited page) from 

the primary text 
• Creatively introduce your topic 
• Construct a thesis with at least three arguable main points 
 
Directions: This assignment should not be more than one page, or two paragraphs. You can 
include your works cited on the same page to save paper. Print the work out and turn it in on 
the due date listed in your daily schedule. 

 
Assignment 5: Outline 
 

Introduction: A good outline is the key to writing a logical, ordered paper that sticks to its 
points. If you completed your introduction and thesis assignment, you should know what your 
main points are. You’ve also been introduced to the model of formal argument in class and will 
use this information to map out the remainder of your essay. 
 
Points Possible: 10 
 
Prompt: Strip away the explanation for each part of the Model of Formal Argument below and 
insert either finished text (from the parts you’ve already written) or a plan for how you will 
fulfill this part of the model in your essay. Your final essay doesn’t have to follow this order 
exactly, but it should cover all of these points. 
 
The Model of Formal Argument 

All formal writing should follow a pattern of organization, whether the topic is 
expository or argumentative in nature. 

 
I. Introduction. 

 
A. Narration.   

 
This section sets forth background facts in a general way and prepares readers for 
the main argument.  The narration, if it is at all lengthy, should be orderly.  Time-
order, space-order, and order-of-climax are all likely patterns.  The narration 
answers the question, “What is the topic?” 
 

B. Thesis.   
 

This crucial element states exactly what is to be proved and clarifies what is at 
stake.  The thesis statement answers the question, “What is asserted about this 
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topic?”  The thesis should NOT be self-reflexive, as in “I will show that…”  The 
thesis, as well as the entire essay, should avoid the use of any personal pronouns 
(e.g., “we,” “our,” “I,” “my,” “you,” and “your”).   

 
II. Confirmation. 

 
A. Definition.   

 
Any key terms in your discussion should be clarified in this section.  At this point, 
key words are named and defined by the use of synonyms, stipulation (meaning 
the author’s own definition, not from Webster or another bland dictionary 
source), by classification, and/or by negation (what the term does NOT mean).  
 

B. Proof.   
 
This section sets forth the evidence and provides supporting matter through the 
use of illustrations, analogies, statistics, authorities, and/or anecdotes wisely 
gathered and cited from other sources.  Each piece of evidence should clearly and 
directly support the original thesis somehow, and each illustration should contain 
clear transitions between points.  This evidence should be arranged in the order 
of climax, usually starting with a powerful piece of evidence and ending with the 
most convincing example.   
 

C. Refutation.   
 
This section allows the author to acknowledge any form of opposition.  It 
maturely and intelligently takes an opposing side into consideration without 
pointing fingers or belittling the opposing point of view.   

 
III. Conclusion.   

 
The final portion of the paper attempts to rouse the reader’s intellectual curiosity by 
summing up the main points of the author’s logic in a fairly succinct, memorable, and it 
should show a confident control of the topic without sounding arrogant.  It answers the 
question, “So what?”   

  
Directions: For “Narration” you can paste your lead in that you used in your intro. Then paste 
your “Thesis.” For the “Definition” section highlight any theories or literary terms or other 
jargon that might confuse a lay-reader. In the proof section layout each of your main points, 
each should have its own “mini-thesis” that comes together to support the overarching 
argument. In the “Refutation” section you’ll want to identify any disagreements with your 
position so that you can show that you’ve looked at both sides of the argument. Finally, in the 
“Conclusion,” sum up your argument and restate your thesis. Print this outline and bring it to 
class for a grade. 

 
Assignment 6: Main Point 1 
 

Introduction: Each main point comes joins the other main points to show how your thesis is 
provable. In this assignment you will write the paragraphs necessary make the first part of your 
argument 
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Points Possible: 10 
 
Prompt: Your first main point should contain all of the following: 
 

1. A good transition from your introductory paragraphs 
2. A “mini-thesis” that argues this specific part of your overarching thesis 
3. A minimum of three paragraphs 
4. At least two scholarly sources cited and quoted directly in the text 
5. Explanation of why these sources are relevant 
6. Synthesis of these sources into the paragraphs with relevant transitions 
7. A transition to your next main point 

 
Directions: Format your paper according to MLA and print it out. Turn it in on the due date to 
receive credit. 
 

Assignment 7: Main Point 2 
 

Introduction: Each main point comes joins the other main points to show how your thesis is 
provable. In this assignment you will write the paragraphs necessary make the second part of 
your argument 
 
Points Possible: 10 
 
Prompt: Your second main point should contain all of the following: 
 

1. A good transition from your first main point 
2. A “mini-thesis” that argues this specific part of your overarching thesis 
3. A minimum of three paragraphs 
4. At least two scholarly sources cited and quoted directly in the text 
5. Explanation of why these sources are relevant 
6. Synthesis of these sources into the paragraphs with relevant transitions 
7. A transition to your next main point 

 
Directions: Format your paper according to MLA and print it out. Turn it in on the due date to 
receive credit. 

 
Assignment 8: Main Point 3 
 

Introduction: Each main point comes joins the other main points to show how your thesis is 
provable. In this assignment you will write the paragraphs necessary make the third part of 
your argument 
 
Points Possible: 10 
 
Prompt: Your second main point should contain all of the following: 
 

1. A good transition from your second main point 
2. A “mini-thesis” that argues this specific part of your overarching thesis 
3. A minimum of three paragraphs 
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4. At least two scholarly sources cited and quoted directly in the text 
5. Explanation of why these sources are relevant 
6. Synthesis of these sources into the paragraphs with relevant transitions 
7. A transition to your next main point 

 
Directions: Format your paper according to MLA and print it out. Turn it in on the due date to 
receive credit. 

 
Assignment 9: Refutation 
 

Introduction: The ability to use a refutation when you make an argument shows that you have 
examined all sides of an issue. You do a refutation by finding out if there are individuals or 
groups who believe differently than you. Then, you examine the use of argumentative 
strategies, sources, and prove why you are right after reading sources that contain that 
different opinion. You can dismiss their main points one at a time using new or better research. 
You can break down their points and refute them use logic. Or you can show how your thesis 
explains these points better or in a different way. The main thing is that you accurately 
represent the opposing viewpoint(s) and still hold that your thesis is correct once it is all said 
and done.  
 
Points Possible: 10 
 
Prompt: Find at least one scholarly source that disagrees with you and your thesis. Refute its 
main points one at a time and explain why your thesis holds true or can coexist with this other 
point of view when you are done. 
 
Directions: Format your paper according to the MLA Style standards and bring it to class on 
the due date for a grade. 

 
Assignment 10: Conclusion 
 

Introduction: The conclusion is your chance to summarize your main points, restate your 
thesis with any tweaks and additions you’ve gained through showcasing your research, and 
drive home the importance of your paper. This assignment will give you a chance to craft an 
excellent conclusion. 
 
Points Possible: 10 
 
Prompt: Your conclusion should do all of the following: 
 

• Restate your thesis with any needed additions or added information the reader can 
understand  after having read your research 

• Summarize your main points 
• Answer the question, “So what?” 
• Take the paper a step further by explaining why continued interest or research on your 

topic is needed. 
 
Directions: Format your paper according to the MLA Style standards and bring it to class on 
the due date for a grade. 
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Assignment 11: Draft 1 
 
Introduction: You’ve already written your essay. Now it is time to tie it all together for some 
peer-review. 
 
Points Possible: 10 (completion points only) 
 
Prompt: Take the work you completed in the introduction/thesis assignment, main points 
assignments, refutation and conclusion assignments and tie put them all into a single 
document. Revise, fix mistakes, and add research suggested to you. Make sure your transitions 
help the paper flow. Get the essay as complete as possible before printing it out and bringing it 
to class. 
 
Directions: Make sure your essay is as good as possible to get the most out of your peer review 
session. Print it out and bring it to class to receive a grade for this assignment. 

 
Assignment 12: Oral Presentation 
 

Introduction: We’ll all take a lot more away from this class if we share the results of our 
research with the class. For this assignment you will talk about your primary text and the 
things you have learned about it with the class for 5-10 minutes. 
 
Points Possible: 10 (2 for each source or direct example from the text(s) used in the 
presentation) 
 
Prompt: Prepare a five to 10 minute presentation about your research paper according to the 
following guidelines: 
 

• Reference scenes from your primary text 
• Talk about the arguments found in your scholarly research 
• Don’t simply read your essay 
• Talk about the things that interest you most 
• Talk about the things the class will be better for knowing 

 
Directions: Submit an informal outline for this assignment in order to receive your grade. No 
standard outline required but make note of the sources and scenes you will be talking about so 
that the instructor can follow along as he is grading you. 

 
Assignment 13: Draft 2 
 

Introduction: This is your second chance at peer review. A different member of the class will 
read your essay and give you feedback than before 
 
Points Possible: 10 (completion points only) 
 
Prompt: Use the feedback you received from your first peer-review session and throughout the 
semester and bring in a near-complete copy of your essay. 
 
Directions: Print your essay out and bring it to class to receive a grade.  
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Assignment 14: Final Paper 
 

Introduction: Your final essay is worth the same amount as all of the individual assignments 
leading up to it. 
 
Points Possible: 130 
 
Prompt: View the rubric in your syllabus for a detailed explanation of how this assignment will 
be graded. Feel free to run the essay through multiple peer-reviews and get consultation with 
the NOEL Studio prior to submission. Your paper should meet the following standards: 
 

• Formatted according to MLA Guidelines 
• 5-10 Pages, double-spaced 
• At least two scholarly sources for every page of text 
• Grammatically and stylistically polished 

 
Directions: Format your paper according to MLA Standards. Create a Works Cited page at the 
end of the document which contains all sources paraphrased or quoted. Upload the paper to 
Blackboard Safe Assignment before the due date.


