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Rubrics 

Class: WGS 201: Introduction to Women and Gender Studies 
Assignment: Online Discussion Board Postings 
 

 Online Discussions Rubric 

Is the 
assignment 

posted in the 
right place and 

on-time? 

Yes – 5 Points No – 0 Points 

Criteria  Excellent Good Average Poor 

-Content- 
 

Response to 
Instructor 
Provided 
Prompt 

Paraphrases and 
synthesizes outside two 

or three sources; 
presents an original 

argument; shows 
careful consideration 
of the subject matter 

Paraphrases and 
synthesizes one to 

two sources; presents 
an original 

argument; some 
consideration of 
subject matter 

Paraphrases zero to 
one sources; 
argument is 

somewhat original; 
little consideration 

of the subject 
matter 

No use of 
sources; 

unoriginal or 
plagiarized 

argument; does 
not consider the 

materials 
presented in class  

 
-Basics- 

 
Response to 
Instructor 
Provided 
Prompt 

 

250 words or more; 
posted correctly as new 

posting in the 
Facebook group; on-

topic 
 

250 words or more; 
posted correctly as 

new posting in 
Facebook group; 
slightly off-topic 

250 words or more; 
posted in the wrong 

place in the 
Facebook group; 
slightly off topic 

Less than 250 
words; posted in 

the incorrect 
place on the 

Facebook group 

Response to 
Classmates’ 

Posts 

Responds to at least 
two classmates; 
responses are 

thoughtful; responses 
provoke further 
discussion of the 
subject matter; 

responses are on-topic 

Responds to at least 
two classmates; 
responses are 

thoughtful; 
responses are on-

topic 

Responds to at least 
one classmate; 
responses are 

thoughtful; 
responses are on-

topic 

Responds to at 
least one 

classmate; 
responses are not 

thought-
provoking or off-

topic 

Points 5 4 3 2-1 
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Class: VTS 200: Introduction to Veterans Studies 
Assignment: Individual Essay 

 

GRADING RUBRIC FOR INDIVIDUAL ESSAYS 
 

 

I.  Content          

 focused, logical insight into the course materials  

 support with at least 5 scholarly sources (15 for group essay) 

 reinforcement of ideas through synthesis and direct quotations of sources 

 awareness of audience and purpose 

 strong, recognizable voice  

 300-500 words not counting quotations (500-1000 for group essay 

 

_____ / 50 

 

II.  Organization         

 appropriate beginning, middle, and end 

 proper documentation of quoted text 

 quotations of sources fit within the general flow of the paragraphs 

         

____ / 25 

 

 

III.  Diction          

 college-level, specific vocabulary 

 understanding of the “lingo” used within particular research field(s) 

 words spelled correctly 

 

        ____ / 15 

 

IV.  Basic Responsibilities 

 paper formatted according to MLA standards 

 paper submitted on-time to Blackboard Safe Assignment 

 on-topic 

 

____ / 15 

 

V.  Grammar and mechanics        

 control over major editing errors (sentence fragment, run-on sentence, subject-verb  

   disagreement, and misuse of apostrophe). 

 control over minor editing errors (usually a missing or extra comma).  

 transitions between paragraphs 

  

    

           ____ / 15  

      

 TOTAL = _______/ 120 

        (Subtract 10 points per late day) 
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Class: ENG 386(W): War & Peace in Lit Since 1900 (Writing Intensive) 
Assignment: Final Essay 
 

The paper will…  

Excellent 

 

Good 

 

Weak 

 

Unacceptable 

 

Points 

State a thesis 

(10%) 

Thesis is clear and insightful. The 

paper maintains focus.  

Thesis appears late in the paper. It needs to be 

directly stated near the beginning of the paper.  

 

Thesis is implied or unclear, or the 

paper loses focus in places. 

Thesis is absent, or the paper doesn’t 

prove the stated thesis.  

1-3 

4-5 

6-8 

9-10 

Show 

organization 

(10%) 

The paper is fully developed and 

logically organized, with a clear 

beginning, middle, refutation, and 

conclusion.  

The paper is well organized, with a clear 

beginning, middle, refutation, and conclusion, 

but transitions need more work.  

 

The paper is somewhat organized, 

with a beginning, middle, refutation, 

and conclusion. More than one 

structural element needs work.   

The paper shows no clear beginning, 

middle, and/or end. Organizational 

issues detract from the content of the 

paper.  

1-3 

4-5 

6-8 

9-10 

Prove the thesis 

(20%) 

All points are supported with 

appropriate evidence and examples 

that show connection to the thesis. 

 

Most points are supported with examples, but 

some of them need fuller elaboration.  

Examples are somewhat vague.  The paper sounds more like a 

summary, or no clear examples 

illustrate the thesis.   

 

5 

10 

15 

20 

Integrate 

research (10%) 

Current scholarly, popular, and 

interview sources are smoothly 

blended.  

Sources need more currency and more even 

blending.  

Some sources are old. Sources 

appear in separate sections without 

interaction with each other.  

Several sources are not relevant or are 

out of date. Sources do not show 

smooth integration.  

1-3 

4-5 

6-8 

9-10 

Show support 

from resources 

(10%) 

Research consistently informs the 

paper with at least two sources cited 

per page. About 25-30% of the 

paper comes from direct quotations 

of research.  

 

Research informs most of the paper with at 

least two sources cited per page. About 25-30% 

of the paper comes from direct quotations of 

research.  

 

Research informs some of the paper. 

Less than 25% or over 30% of the 

paper comes from direct quotations.  

 

The paper lacks a research foundation 

or appears as if research is strung 

together throughout the paper without 

original thought. 

1-3 

4-5 

6-8 

9-10 

Document 

sources (10%) 

Quotations from the sources are 

correctly cited and supported within 

a sentence. Cited sources comprise 

about 25-30% of the paper. 

Quotations from the sources are not correctly 

cited, but sentence support is provided. 

Quotations from the text are cited 

correctly, but sentence support is not 

provided. 

Citations are inconsistently formatted 

or absent.  

1-3 

4-5 

6-8 

9-10 

Cite sources 

(10%) 

All sources (4 scholarly, 2 news, 1 

interview) are cited correctly on the 

Works Cited page.  

 

All sources are cited on the Works Cited page 

with minor errors. 

Sources are cited on the Works 

Cited page but need to adhere to 

MLA style. 

No Works Cited page is included or 

another bibliographical style is used. 

1-3 

4-5 

6-8 

9-10 

Show audience 

awareness and 

professional tone 

(10%) 

The paper shows clear audience 

awareness and maintains a 

professional tone. Personal 

anecdotes are clearly connected and 

used appropriately. 

 

The paper shows audience awareness and 

maintains a professional tone. Personal 

anecdotes need clearer connection to the thesis.  

The paper needs a clearer awareness 

of the audience. Personal anecdotes 

need to be shorter.   

The paper does not show audience 

awareness. Personal anecdotes 

dominate the paper. 

1-3 

4-5 

6-8 

9-10 

Apply standard 

American English 

usage (10%) 

The paper is edited carefully with no 

noticeable errors in usage or 

punctuation. 

 

Editing errors are not numerous enough to 

significantly detract from the ideas. 

Editing errors detract from the ideas 

in the piece.    

Editing errors seriously detract from 

the content of the paper.  

1-3 

4-5 

6-8 

9-10 
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Class: WRD 111: Composition and Communication II 
Assignment: Digital Project 
 
 
 

Standard 

1 Point 2 Points 3 Points 4 Points 

Your         
Score 

Minimal 
effort 
shown 

Some effort, 
little polish or 

imprecise 

Complete and 
polished but not 

substantially 
developed 

Meets or 
excels the 
standard 

Comments 

H
ig

h
er

-L
ev

el
 C

o
n

ce
rn

s 

 

Demonstrates Ethos 
 

  

 

Demonstrates Logos 
 

  

 

Demonstrates Pathos 
 

  

 

Demonstrates Analysis 
 

  

 

Demonstrates Expertise 
Using Visual Rhetoric 

 

  

 

Demonstrates Expertise 
Using Written Rhetoric 

 

  

 

Demonstrates Expertise 
Using Oral Rhetoric 

 

  

Lo
w

e
r-

Le
ve

l C
o

n
ce

rn
s 

 

Bibliography includes all 
Sources used or informing 

the argument 
 

  

 

Stylistically 
Polished 

 

  

 

Completed Group Proposal, 
Audience Analyses, and In-

Class Workshops 
 

  

 

Submitted Online and  
On-Time 

 

You Cannot Receive a Grade if this Standard is Not Met  

Score: ______ / 44 

 

  


