
"Dear Mama" 

2Pac 
 

You are appreciated 

 

[Verse One: 2Pac] 

 

When I was young me and my mama had beef 

Seventeen years old kicked out on the streets 

Though back at the time, I never thought I'd see her face 

Ain't a woman alive that could take my mama's place 

Suspended from school; and scared to go home, I was a fool 

with the big boys, breakin all the rules 

I shed tears with my baby sister 

Over the years we was poorer than the other little kids 

And even though we had different daddy's, the same drama 

When things went wrong we'd blame mama 

I reminice on the stress I caused, it was hell 

Huggin on my mama from a jail cell 

And who'd think in elementary? 

Heeey! I see the penitentiary, one day 

And runnin from the police, that's right 

Mama catch me, put a whoopin to my backside 

And even as a crack fiend, mama 

You always was a black queen, mama 

I finally understand 

for a woman it ain't easy tryin to raise a man 

You always was committed 

A poor single mother on welfare, tell me how ya did it 

There's no way I can pay you back 

But the plan is to show you that I understand 

You are appreciated 

 

[Chorus: Reggie Green & "Sweet Franklin" w/ 2Pac] 

 

Lady...  

Don't cha know we love ya? Sweet lady 

Dear mama 

Place no one above ya, sweet lady 

You are appreciated 

Don't cha know we love ya? 

 

[second and third chorus, "And dear mama" instead of "Dear 

mama"] 

 

[Verse Two: 2Pac] 

 

Now ain't nobody tell us it was fair 

No love from my daddy cause the coward wasn't there 

He passed away and I didn't cry, cause my anger 

wouldn't let me feel for a stranger 

They say I'm wrong and I'm heartless, but all along 

I was lookin for a father he was gone 

I hung around with the Thugs, and even though they sold drugs 

They showed a young brother love 

I moved out and started really hangin 

Class 2 In-Class Exercise 

Part 1: Analyzing “Dear Mama” Song 

 

 

Prompt: As a group analyze the types of 

argument found in this 2Pac ode to his mother by 

answering the following questions: 

 

1. Look at the “Purposes of Argument” on 

pages 8-15. If you could classify this 

song’s purpose as one type, which would 

it be? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the occasion for this argument? 

Past, Present, Future? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Based on the “kinds of argument” listed 

on pages 21-27, which kind of argument 

would you say this song embodies? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Who is 2Pac’s audience? What type of 

appeal does he employ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I needed money of my own so I started slangin 

I ain't guilty cause, even though I sell rocks 

It feels good puttin money in your mailbox 

I love payin rent when the rent's due 

I hope ya got the diamond necklace that I sent to you 

Cause when I was low you was there for me 

And never left me alone because you cared for me 

And I could see you comin home after work late 

You're in the kitchen tryin to fix us a hot plate 

Ya just workin with the scraps you was given 

And mama made miracles every Thanksgivin 

But now the road got rough, you're alone 

You're tryin to raise two bad kids on your own 

And there's no way I can pay you back 

But my plan is to show you that I understand 

You are appreciated 

 

[Chorus] 

 

[Verse Three: 2Pac] 

 

Pour out some liquor and I reminsce, cause through the drama 

I can always depend on my mama 

And when it seems that I'm hopeless 

You say the words that can get me back in focus 

When I was sick as a little kid 

To keep me happy there's no limit to the things you did 

And all my childhood memories 

Are full of all the sweet things you did for me 

And even though I act craaazy 

I gotta thank the Lord that you made me 

There are no words that can express how I feel 

You never kept a secret, always stayed real 

And I appreciate, how you raised me 

And all the extra love that you gave me 

I wish I could take the pain away 

If you can make it through the night there's a brighter day 

Everything will be alright if ya hold on 

It's a struggle everyday, gotta roll on 

And there's no way I can pay you back 

But my plan is to show you that I understand 

You are appreciated 

 

[Chorus] 

 

Sweet lady 

And dear mama 

 

Dear mama 

Lady [3X] 

 

2pac Video 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mll7oF0kKYw&feature=rel

ated 

 

Class 2 In-Class Exercise 

Part 2: Analyzing “Dear Mama” Video 

 

Prompt: Watch the video for “Dear Mama.” In 

what ways does this video employ “Digital 

Rhetoric” to make a point or appeal to the 

audience? Is the video more or less effective than 

the song’s lyrics? Do they work well together? 

 

1. What images from the video generate 

emotions and appeal using pathos? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What images from the video “present self” or 

bolster the messenger’s credibility using 

ethos? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Was there any evidence of logos in the 

video? Why? 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mll7oF0kKYw&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mll7oF0kKYw&feature=related


"Good Feeling" 

Flo Rida 

 

Oh, oh, oh, oh, oh, sometimes I get a good feeling, yeah 

I get a feeling that I never never never never had before, 

no no 

I get a good feeling, yeah 

Oh oh, sometimes I get a good feeling, yeah 

I get a feeling that I never never never never had before, 

no no 

I get a good feeling, yeah 

 

Yes I can, doubt that I leave, I'm running with this plan 

Pull me, grab me, crabs in the bucket can't have me 

I'll be the president one day 

January first, oh, you like that gossip 

Like you the one drinking what God sip dot com 

Now I gotta work with your tongue 

How many rolling stones you want 

Yeah I got a brand new spirit, 

Speak it and it's done 

Woke up on the side of the bed like I won 

Talk like a winner, my chest to that sun 

G5 dealer, US to Taiwan 

I hope you say that, I wanna play back 

Mama knew I was a needle in a hay stack 

A Bugatti boy, plus Maybach 

I got a feeling it's a wrap, ASAP 

 

Oh, oh, sometimes I get a good feeling, yeah 

I get a feeling that I never never never never had before, 

no no 

I get a good feeling, yeah 

Oh oh, sometimes I get a good feeling, yeah 

I get a feeling that I never never never never had before, 

no no 

I get a good feeling, yeah 

 

The mountain top, walk on water 

I got power, feel so royal 

One second, I'ma strike oil 

Diamond, platinum, no more for you 

Gotta drill a land, never giving in 

Giving up's not an option, gotta get it in 

Witness I got the heart of 20 men 

No fear, go to sleep in the lion's den 

That flow, that spark, that crown 

You looking at the king of the jungle now 

Stronger than ever can't hold me down 

A hundred miles feelin' from the picture smile 

Straight game face, it's game day 

See me running through the crowd full of melee 

No trick plays, I'm Bill Gates, 

Take a genius to understand me 

 

Oh, oh, sometimes I get a good feeling, yeah 

Class 2 In-Class Exercise 

Part 3: Analyzing “Good Feeling” 

 

Prompt: Some might argue that rap music has lost some 

of its meaning since 2Pac. Still, there is an argument in 

this song, too. Let’s focus on the visual aspect of Flo 

Rida’s argument in the video. 

 

1. The rapper flashes “bling.” But the video is also full 

of other images, places, and situations that attempt 

to enhance the messenger’s ethos. What are they? 

Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Summarize the argument as a group? Make sure to 

describe the argument using the terms from the text 

(i.e. occasion, context, etc.). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Is Flo Rida an effective arguer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I get a feeling that I never never never never had before, 

no no 

I get a good feeling, yeah 

Oh oh, sometimes I get a good feeling, yeah 

I get a feeling that I never never never never had before, 

no no 

I get a good feeling, yeah 

 

Good feelin', good feelin' 

I know you got the good feelin' 

Let's get it, let's get it 

Gotta love the life that we livin' 

Let's get it, let's get it 

I know you got the good feelin' 

Let's get it, let's get it 

Gotta love the life that we livin' 

 

Oh, oh, sometimes I get a good feeling, yeah 

I get a feeling that I never never never never had before, 

no no 

I get a good feeling, yeah 

Oh oh, sometimes I get a good feeling, yeah 

I get a feeling that I never never never never had before, 

no no 

I get a good feeling, yeah 

 

Flo Rida video 

 

http://www.directlyrics.com/flo-rida--good-feeling-

music-video-news.html 

 

 

4. Which of the two rappers best presents his argument 

to the audience in written and visual rhetoric 

(granted that the 2pac video was made after his 

death)? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


